An INCOMMUNITY Magazine

Marple
Newtown

KIDS
HELPING
KIDS

Potter Cup Supports
Alex’s Lemonade Stand
Foundation

SPRING 2015
in-philly.com

School
District News
Page 7

Township News
Page 27

Special Section:

Home Improvement
Page 48

Lung Cancer
Screening
Saves Lives
According to the American Cancer Society, lung cancer is the leading
cause of cancer-related death in the United States. Unfortunately,
lung cancer is most often discovered at a late stage. When lung
cancer is found at an early stage, there is a greater chance for a
cure, making screening and early detection critical. Recent scientific
studies have determined that lung cancer deaths can be reduced
by as much as 20 percent when low-dose computed tomography
(LDCT) scans are used as a screening tool.
At Phoenixville Hospital, we are proud to offer this lifesaving test
as part of our Lung Cancer Screening Program. The cost of the
LDCT scan is $150. (Check with your insurance provider to see if the
screening is covered by your plan.) Participants in the Lung Cancer
Screening Program are monitored by our program navigators who
work with your primary care doctor to follow up as needed.
For more information and to schedule an appointment, call one
of our lung cancer screening navigators at (610) 983-1912. If you
meet the criteria for the LDCT scan, you will need a prescription
from your primary care doctor or our lung cancer screening
navigator prior to scheduling your screening.

phoenixvillehospital.com
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We’d love to hear from you if you know someone in
your community who is making a difference or has
done something extraordinary. We’re also looking
for interesting story ideas (little-known facts, history
or other news) within your community.
If you have suggestions, email us at
b.byrne@icmags.com.
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A Simple Spring Cleaning Solution
A Personal Touch Cleaning Service

The Main Line’s Trusted, Family-Owned & Operated Cleaning Service Since 1985

Fully insured & uniformed staff.
Comprehensive 83-point cleaning checklist.
Seasonal deep cleans, special occasions, move-ins or move-outs.
Equipment & Green products suppled at no extra cost.

Gift Certificates Available

Call Us Today & Receive $20 OFF Your
1st Cleaning & $40 OFF Your 4th Cleaning
Not to be combined with other offers. New Customers Only. Minimum 4 man hours. Expires 5/30/15.

www.APersonalTouchCleaning.com
email_sales@mainlinecleaners.com • 610-293-3287

Serving the entire Main Line, Chester County, Montgomery County & Delaware County

Frank C. Videon Funeral Home
~ THE FAMILY TRADITION CONTINUES ~

Funeral Directors & Staff

Peg Currie, Secretary

Robert F. Nunan

David T. Videon, Supervisor

Sproul & Lawrence Roads | Broomall, PA 19008 |

610.356.8080

Timothy J. Cislo

Jonathan B. Barnes

| www.frankvideonfuneralhome.com
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BY BOB BYRNE

SPRING CLEANING
A Great Time to Recycle
Spring cleaning means cleaning out hazardous household waste items along with all the
other things you no longer need or want around the house. Delaware County offers four free
household waste collection events in 2015, starting on Saturday, April 25, at the Delaware
County Emergency Services Training Center at 1600 Calcon Hook Road in Darby. County
residents may bring hazardous material to be recycled from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., rain or shine.
How to identify hazardous household waste: Typically, item labels that contain the
words HAZARDOUS – DANGER – WARNING – POISONOUS and TOXIC indicate items
that contain hazardous material.
Typical items accepted at the events include: oil-based paint, paint thinner, varnish, kerosene,
gasoline, motor oil, antifreeze, weed killers, fungicides, pesticides, items containing mercury,
Ni-Cad, lithium, rechargeable & lead acid batteries, and cell phones.
Items not accepted at the recycling event include: medical waste, explosives, unidentified
waste, ammunition, large appliances, propane tanks, electronics of any kind, helium tanks,
radioactive waste, tires, appliances containing freon or latex paint.
For more information on future recycling events and how to handle hazardous waste visit
co.delaware.pa.us/recycle.

SOMETHING FOR
EVERY MUSICAL TASTE

PHOTO BY BOB BYRNE

Don’t miss the live music concert series at Delco Community College.
Great live music performances return to the Delaware County Community College campus
this spring with a series of Sunday afternoon performances in a wide range of musical styles. The
concerts are presented Sunday afternoons at 3 p.m. and are open to the public. Tickets are $10
for the public; free admission for DCCC students.
The concert series will feature:
• Sunday, February 22, at 3 p.m.
Guidonian Hand, trombone quartet
• Sunday, March 22, at 3 p.m.
David Bowlin, violin & Thomas Sauer, piano
• Sunday, March 29, at 3 p.m.
Latin Fiesta
• Sunday, April 12, at 3 p.m.
Richard Belcastro, sitarist
For more information on the performers or to purchase advance tickets visit www.dccc.edu/
campus-life/arts/concert-series.

FARMERS MARKET
RESTARTS
Late spring means a return to locally grown
and produced fruits, vegetables and other farmfresh favorites at the Pennsylvania Resource
Council’s (PRC) Newtown Square Farmers
Market at Mostardi’s Nursery, 4033 West Chester
Pike, Newtown Square. The market is held every
Wednesday, 2-6 p.m., from June to December.
The market offers chemical-free local fruits
and vegetables, Amish baked goods, relishes,
mustards, pickles, preserves, jams, pies, root beer,
cookies, Mediterranean cuisine, salads, artisan
cookies, guacamole, gobi, Italian cookies, eggs,
whole wheat soft pretzels, cupcakes, muffins,
barbecued chicken, ribs and pork, sausage,
pastrami, scrapple, liverwurst, soups, chili, sauces,
gourmet popcorn, chocolate truffles, all-natural
bath products, handmade local art and gifts,
flowers, gardening supplies, trees, plants, shrubs,
entertainment and more! For complete details
visit newtownsquarefarmersmarket.com.
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SMALL
BUSINESS AWARDS
The Delaware County Chamber of
Commerce is looking for nominees for the
2015 Small Business of the Year Awards to
be presented on March 19. Nominations are
being accepted until February 21 and will be
announced on February 26.
Businesses will be honored in four
categories: Small Business, Small Business
Person, Small Family Business and Nonprofit
Organization. According to the chamber,
self-nominations are encouraged “because
we believe that our member organizations
articulate their company values, goals and
practices best.” Nominations are evaluated
and benchmarked against the same categories
of their peers. The winners will be celebrated
on March 19 at the Drexelbrook Event Center
in Drexel Hill.
For entry forms or more information, visit
www.delcochamber.org/events. ■

INPERSON

Kick Starter

Steven DiPietro leads the warmup which includes a word of the week as well as physical preparation.

Steven DiPietro is training the area’s next generation of karate kids.
Story and Photos by Bob Byrne
He literally started out as “karate kid,” but
now Steven DiPietro is all grown up and
running his own karate training institute in
Newtown Square.
Steven’s love for martial arts started when
he was just a few years old and living with his
older brother Michael and the rest of their
family in South Philadelphia. Steven credits
his older brother with being his inspiration:
“In 1997 my brother Michael opened a studio
in Glen Mills, Pa. He was 21 years of age and I
was 16. Eight years later, he had 410 students
and helped me open this studio in Edgmont
in 2005. It stemmed from Michael. He knew
what he wanted to be from the early age of
nine and I followed in his footsteps.”
In 2007 Master Michael DiPietro lost a
valiant battle with cancer, leaving his brother
to carry on his mission and his legacy. It’s a
legacy that Steven embraces wholeheartedly
and passes on to the hundreds of students
who have come through the doors of the East
Coast Karate studio that he opened at age 24,
and still leads in Edgmont.
Much more than punching and kicking
“We have been teaching martial arts
in Delaware County since 1997. We pride
ourselves on focusing on character building as
well as teaching self-defense. We strive to help
our students in any way possible in all aspects
of their lives. We spend time each class talking
to the children about many different topics
such as self-control, respect, self-discipline,
courage, perseverance, focus, etc. and we

challenge them to apply these tools not only
on the karate floor, but in all areas of their
lives.”
What is the best age to start taking lessons?
“If I had children,” DiPietro suggests, “I
would start them as soon as their attention
span was ready. Karate is great for children’s
confidence and discipline and I would want
my child to get started as soon as possible.”
DiPietro emphasizes that you’re never too
old to get into martial arts training. “At the
other end of the spectrum, I have a 70-yearold student who started not too long ago. We
tailor the curriculum to the student if need be,
so it truly is never too late to start. We (also)
have many families who train together, from
siblings to husband and wife, to Dad and the
children.”

“Karate is known to help build a child’s
confidence for all scenarios like sports,
defense against bullies and more. Karate is
great for helping a child with discipline and
focus. Many children with ADD and ADHD
are students because karate helps them work
on their focus.”
It’s not just for kids
“Adults like karate for the exercise and
workout as well as the stress relief. Adults
also feel more confident knowing they can
protect themselves and their families should a
situation arise.”
DiPietro’s East Coast Karate Studio is at
4833 West Chester Pike in Newtown Square.
The website is eckarate.com. ■
Steven DiPietro teaches kicks to a young student.
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“Kids Helping Kids” Potter Cup 2015 Raises Over $360,000
for Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation
Rival Middle Schools Haverford and Paxon Hollow once again faced-off in heated competition during the 12th Annual Potter
Cup on Friday, January 23, 2015 to benefit Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation. Students and teachers alike participated in a peprally before reveling in competitions between the wrestling teams and boys’ and girls’ basketball teams. “The Potter Cup” was
then awarded to PAXON HOLLOW MS, who won two out of three of the sporting competitions.
Along with the sports-related festivities, those in attendance had the opportunity to enjoy food, fun, games, and prizes for
children of all ages and of course lemonade! In a show of solidarity to cancer fighters, a number of students and faculty members
shaved their heads for donations to the cause. Guest speakers were Liz and Jay Scott, Alex’s parents and Co-Executive Directors
of the Foundation.
The Potter Cup has raised over $360,000 for Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation (ALSF). ALSF emerged from the front yard
lemonade stand of cancer patient Alexandra “Alex” Scott (1996-2004). At the age of 4, Alex announced that she wanted to hold
a lemonade stand to raise money to help find a cure for all children with cancer. Since Alex held that first stand, the Foundation
has evolved into a national fundraising movement. To date, Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, a registered 501(c)3 charity, has
raised more than $100 million toward fulfilling Alex’s dream of finding a cure, funding over 475 research projects nationally.
The Potter Cup has been recognized as a Top 100 Fundraiser by ALSF.
The “Potter Cup” began as an event between two schools, from different districts, with the goal of increasing school spirit and
an interest in the winter sports’ teams. Dennis Reardon, Athletic Director, at Paxon Hollow Middle School and Bill Booth, Athletic
Director at Haverford Middle School came up with the story about a trophy (The Potter Cup) that had been lost for years, but had
been found in the back of an old storage closet at Paxon Hollow. This trophy was given to the school that won the most events
during the winter sports’ season. The schools wanted to play two basketball games and hold a wrestling match, but realized that
they had to provide entertainment for the other students in attendance to keep them occupied. So an activities schedule was
added to the event, complete with food and carnival games. The first ‘Potter Cup” was held at PHMS with about 400 students in
attendance and raised about $3,000, which went into the schools’ activities fund.
Why ALSF?
In the fall of 2004, a news story ran on a morning news show about a little girl from Lower Merion who had cancer and was
raising money for a cure by selling lemonade. Although Alex had passed away, the charity formed by her parents to continue
her work was a perfect fit for the event. It is because of the affiliation with ALSF that the attendance at the event quickly grew to
more than 1,800 students, in addition to parents and staff. The amount of money raised also increased dramatically with $20,500
raised for ALSF the first year to $35,000 in 2015, culminating to over $360,000 raised for the Foundation over the past 12 years.
Benefit to Students
From the very beginning, the Potter Cup emphasized to the students the need to develop a spirit of friendship, cooperation
and good sportsmanship between two schools. The association with ALSF enhances this spirit and demonstrates the importance
of working together to achieve a greater goal, thus the motto “Kids Helping Kids” emerged.
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Dr. Merle Horowitz, Superintendent, Selected Recipient
of PASA Leadership in Public Education Award
Dr. Merle Horowitz, Superintendent of the Marple Newtown School District, has been named the recipient of the 2014 PASA
Award for Leadership in Public Education.
The award, co-sponsored by the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators (PASA) and Public Financial Management/
Pennsylvania Local Government Investment Trust (PFM/PLGIT), recognizes an administrator who has demonstrated commitment
to school administration as a profession, to public education, and to one’s colleagues, including participation in and leadership
with the Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators.
Beginning as an elementary teacher, Dr. Horowitz has served nearly four decades in Delaware County school districts and
across the Commonwealth, serving as Superintendent in Marple Newtown since 2005. As superintendent, Horowitz has led
district-wide renovation projects to bring the district’s schools up-to-date with security and technology improvements, all of
which served as a catalyst to the transformation of the district’s academic environment and staff and student morale. As a result,
Marple Newtown High School and Worrall Elementary recently were acknowledged for outstanding student achievement with
the Governor’s Award for Excellence.
In addition, Dr. Horowitz reinvigorated the Tiger Foundation, which has distributed $56,000 in grants to professionals in all six
schools to enhance academic, technical and cultural learning opportunities, facilitated foreign exchange programs, enhanced
the district’s music program, and initiated a “Sponsor a Scholar” program to provide college scholarships for financially needy
students.
In addition to a long career in educational leadership, Horowitz has been recognized with numerous awards, including the
Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union Foundation’s 2014 Financial Literacy Advocate Award and the Distinguished Service Award for
Outstanding Contributions, Dedication and Support of the Workplace Safety Committee Training Initiative in Delaware County
from the Arthur J. Gallagher Company.
Horowitz has dedicated twenty years to the profession studying and implementing bullying prevention programs, as well as
online harassment of educators. She is most recently the co-author of the book Cyberbullying in Social Media within Educational
Institutions, and has made numerous presentations on the issue of cyberbullying to educators nationally, statewide and
regionally, as well as serving on a panel for both CBS and NBC television stations in Philadelphia.
In addition, Horowitz has served on the PASA Board of Governors since 2010 and as president of the PASA Women’s Caucus
from 2012-2014. During Horowitz’s presidency, she gave the caucus a new focus by authoring two dozen columns in the PASA
newsletter, facilitating regional meetings in southeastern Pennsylvania annually for female administrators, and personally
mentored women who have moved up the career ladder in school administration.
Dr. G. Brian Toth, 2013-14 PASA President, acknowledged Dr. Horowitz on October 23 at the PASA Recognition Luncheon
during this year’s Annual Leadership Conference at the Hershey Lodge & Convention Center in Hershey. In addition, PFM/PLGIT
will contribute $1,000 in her name to the professional development/preparation or scholarship fund of her choice.
Since 1981, the Pennsylvania Local Government Investment Trust (PLGIT) has helped local governments and school entities to
pool their resources in an effort to gain better control of their assets, get a good return, and seek a safe haven for their money.
Today PLGIT serves more than 2,600 local governments and school districts. PLGIT is member-owned and operated. Public
Financial Management (PFM) provides independent financial and investment advisory services.
The Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators (PASA) is a professional organization that promotes high quality public
education systems for all learners through the support and development of professional leadership.

Community members who would like to arrange a donation
to this project may reach Dr. Karpyn and Mr. Isselmann through
Marple Newtown High School at 610-359-4215 or by email
at mnhstimeline@gmail.com.
Monetary donations for the 100 Year timeline permanent display
can be made to The Tiger Foundation, in care of Dr. Merle Horowitz,
Marple Newtown School District, 40 Media Line Road,
Newtown Square, PA 19073.
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The communities of the Marple and Newtown Townships have
grown from rural communities to bustling, modern suburbs.
Since its inception in the fall of 1914, Marple Newtown High
School has followed this same growth, from a small vocational
high school that graduated eight students in 1915 to the state
of the art building set to graduate over 300 students in June of
2015.
To celebrate this important milestone, the ninth grade Honors
History classes at MNHS are researching and designing a 100 year
timeline exhibit for display in the high school building. Under the
direction of social studies teachers, Brian Isselmann and Michael
Karpyn, students from these classes are researching the history of
the school by decade, from 1914 to the present. The students are
currently sifting through original materials generously loaned by
the Marple Township and Newtown Township Historical Societies.
“It’s such an exciting research project for so many reasons,”
notes Karpyn. “It’s not only a great exercise in historical research,
but the development of this high school over the past 100
years is a fascinating story. The building itself, the students, the
teachers and the experience of attending here all reflect what
was happening in the townships and the country as a whole.”
Both Karpyn and Isselmann see an important role for the entire
Marple Newtown community in this project. “We are hoping that
members of the community are able to share their memories and
mementos as part of this project,” Isselmann said. Karpyn agrees,
noting that, “while we have some excellent materials, we are
actively looking for anything from the community that provides a
visual record of Marple Newtown High School over the years.” He
added that any pictures and artifacts about the school from the
years 1914 to 1930 are especially desired for this project.

Marple Newtown

Marple Newtown High School Centennial

Teens and Tots Working Together
A Win-Win Learning Experience
By Mollie Fahnestock
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Family and Consumer Sciences Departments in high schools across the country offer opportunities for students to work with
children in preschool labs located directly on-site.
Marple Newtown High School is one of these high schools. For over 50 years, the ‘Little Tigers’ Preschool has enrolled
more than 800 children, offering the opportunity to play and learn in a unique environment. High school students enroll in
the elective course ‘Preschool Lab’ and the magic begins. Each high school student is assigned a preschool child. Skills are
developed in communicating appropriately, organizing age appropriate activities, managing time wisely and role modeling
positive behaviors, all while engaged in working with the preschool children.
The history of this program began with Home Economics teacher, Barbara Shaw. Her mission to teach young adults the
importance of early learning in a stimulating environment for preschool children was accomplished over her dedicated 30 plus
years at MNHS. Thankfully, Mrs. Shaw’s legacy lives on.
For the past 20 years, under the supervision of Mollie Fahnestock, the program continues to attract high school students
interested in careers with children, child-related majors in college and skills for successful parenting.
The bonds that develop and the memories that are created are enduring. Paxon Hollow teacher and MNHS graduate, Justin
Manno, was a ‘student teacher’ in the Preschool Lab. It turned out that his assigned preschool child in high school was later
enrolled in his 5th grade class at Worrall. She in turn became a ‘student teacher’ when she was in high school. Many more
fun stories have developed over time. The DelFranco triplets, Joe, Devon and Lisa, currently in 11th grade, were preschoolers
in the program and are now ‘student teachers’ working with triplets, John, Kirsten and Siena Adams. A total of 60 ‘Little
Tiger’ preschoolers later enrolled as high school students and 26 became ‘student teachers’ in the preschool. Lisa Reynolds
D’Alicandro, MNHS alum and a former ‘student teacher’, enrolled three of her children in the preschool.
We are fortunate that our school community offers this hands-on opportunity to our high school students. The recently
renovated facilities allow both age groups to experience learning in a safe environment in the classroom and outside in the new
play yard. The benefits available in this Family and Consumer Sciences course are limitless for both teens and tots.
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Classroom Diagnostic Tools at
Paxon Hollow Middle School
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By Thomas J. Gretchen
Paxon Hollow Middle School is currently using the Pennsylvania Classroom Diagnostic Tools (also known as the CDT) this year to
monitor student growth in the English language arts and 8th grade science programs. The CDT is a set of online assessments, designed
to provide information about student learning in order to guide teacher instruction and remediate student learning gaps. The CDT
reporting system is fully integrated with the Pennsylvania Common Core State Standards. The assessment helps teachers at Paxon
Hollow identify student academic strengths and areas in which they need to grow.
The purpose of the CDT is to provide information that will help guide instruction by providing support to students and teachers. The
CDT reports are designed to provide a picture or snapshot of how students are performing in relation to the Pennsylvania Assessment
Anchors & Eligible Content found on the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment or PSSA.
Teachers at Paxon Hollow Middle School are able to use the CDT assessment to create several different reports referred to as maps
that provide information regarding student progress. For example, teachers are able to look at learning progression maps which allow
them to pinpoint where students are struggling. Teachers use the reports to hold one-on-one conferences with students. The purpose
of the conference is twofold: first, it is to provide feedback to students regarding their progress. Second, it is for teachers to gain
additional information directly from students with regard to areas in which they are struggling or need help. Teachers meet regularly
as teams to discuss student needs and plan interventions to support student learning. So far this year, students at Paxon Hollow have
taken the CDT assessment in October and December. They are scheduled to take the assessment again in March and May.
Benefits for STUDENTS include the following:
• Moves students along path toward career and college readiness
• Promotes teachers partnering with students to set learning goals
• Provides descriptive and timely feedback to students while in the process of learning and creating
• Builds efficacy, bringing students into the process of their own learning
• Promotes goal-setting
• Supports ownership
Benefits for TEACHERS include the following:
• Provides immediate access to immediate, detailed diagnostic reports
• Understands the strengths and needs of each student
• Provides tools needed to group students for different mini-lessons throughout the school year, depending on their needs and goals
set for learning
• Gains insight into students’ strengths and needs during the school year, as well as focus their teaching for classes and grade levels
• Provides immediate access to available SAS resources at students’ instructional level
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Paxon Hollow Middle School Team
Wins Best-in-State

For the 2nd time, PHMS Wins in Innovative Contest,
Aimed at Boosting Students’ Interest in STEM Fields
Once again, a student team from Paxon Hollow Middle School has earned the title of Best in State in the third Verizon Innovative App
Challenge, a national competition in which students design a mobile application concept that addresses a need or problem in their
local schools or communities.
The student team at Paxon Hollow Middle School designed an app called Drive Using Intelligence (DUI) that allows users to take a
test to see if one is intoxicated, and, depending on the results, the app will contact a cab so one can get home. In total, 90 teams of
creative middle and high school students from across the country have advanced to the next phase of the judging process.
“We are delighted and proud of our students’ achievement in winning the Verizon App Challenge for the second year in a row,” said
Dr. Stephen Subers, Principal. “This is an incredible accomplishment in creativity and innovation. Congratulations to our entrepreneurs
of the future: Meryl Biju, Olivia Murphy-Costanzo, Alexis Murphy-Costanzo, Rachel Horn, Gloria Zacharias.”
The Verizon Innovative App Challenge was created in partnership with the Technology Student Association in response to a critical
need to inspire student interest in science, technology, engineering and math. Student interest and proficiency in STEM has been
stagnant in the United States, especially among women and minorities, although 80 percent of all jobs over the next decade will
require STEM skills. Currently, 3 million STEM jobs are unfilled in the U.S., and occupations related to STEM are projected to increase to
more than 9 million by 2022.
More than 90 percent of the winners from last year’s Innovative App Challenge expressed interest in pursuing STEM careers after
learning coding and launching their winning app in the Google Play store. Roughly 70 percent reported increased creativity, teamwork
and communication skills, and content knowledge.
“This contest has exposed students to new skillsets, such as learning to collaborate, negotiate and best of all problem solving,” said
Douglas R. Smith, vice president of state government affairs for Verizon Pennsylvania. “We can’t wait to see which of these creative
concepts will become actual working mobile apps that can help make a difference in local communities.”
Verizon, in collaboration with the MIT Media Lab, will help the students develop their app concepts, making them ready for sharing
and distribution. Apps developed during the first two years of the Verizon Innovative App Challenge have been downloaded more
than 26,000 times from the Google Play store.
To see the list of the Best in State winners, visit: http://verizon.com/appchallenge2014.
To view the video clip of the app, visit: www.youtube.com/watch?v=dD2NVy4XA4o.

Worrall Elementary Character Education
Motivational Mondays!
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By John Beltrante, Dr. Renee Cahill and Larysa Dragonetti
While Worrall boasts a superior academic program, school climate is an essential focus. Since Worrall adopted the Olweus Bully
Prevention Program in 2005, the teachers and staff members have developed many corresponding programs and initiatives, including
Character Education. The Worrall team meets frequently during the school year, as well as annually during the summer, to evaluate
and update these programs. Bimonthly, the teachers develop an engaging and interactive assembly introducing a new character trait.
Students who demonstrate positive character traits are recognized by having their names added to the Character Education Bulletin
Board. At the following assembly, those students are entered into a raffle for an opportunity to win a prize. We strive to recognize,
reward and celebrate students’ positive behaviors. Worrall’s mission is to provide a safe learning environment for all students, whereby
reinforcing positive behavior,students are inspired to make good choices, be good citizens and exhibit positive character traits.
While Worrall’s Bully Prevention and Character Education programs have proven to be extremely successful, the team has created
and implemented other motivational programs and techniques to improve school climate, as well. The list includes, but is not
limited to: Power Up for PSSAs (PUP), an annual PSSA Prep Rally, Student Leadership Program, community service projects and
fundraisers, the Going Green Initiative, Big Buddy Book Bashes, a whole-school reading incentive, and several whole-school shows
and assemblies.
Another component of the Character Education program is Worrall’s Motivational Mondays. The program was created by Third
Grade Teacher, Frank Long, and is supported by members of Team Inspiration. During the sessions, courageous characters with
powerful and inspirational stories are presented. These stories inspire Worrall students to try their best and to persevere.
On Monday, January 5th, Worrall teachers and staff members greeted their students with smiles and led them to the gym for a
Welcome Back/Motivational Monday Assembly. There was much excitement in the air and many warm hugs exchanged. At the
assembly, the faculty conveyed that the Worrall family supports one another. The slogan was, “We’ve got your back! ”We may falter or
fall, but without fail, someone is always available to lend a helping hand.
Worrall is also entering phase two of the annual reading incentive. During
the first part of the year, Worrall students were encouraged to “Reach for
the Stars” by going above and beyond with their daily reading. Worrall’s
Book Fairy monitored the progress. Each student earned stars on a chart,
as well as contributed one large star to create a holiday outfit for Principal,
John Beltrante. Mr. Beltrante wore this creation on the final day of school in
December.
Worrall students work to their fullest potential, take pride in their efforts,
and respect themselves and others. The Worrall faculty and staff members
strive to instill a strong sense of community by reminding students that
they are vital members of the “Worrall family.” A strong and dedicated work
ethic is shared among Worrall’s faculty, staff, students, and parents.

• 225 pajamas and 232 books are going to City Team Ministry
• 110 pajamas and 100 books are going to The Chester Library
• 87 pajamas and 83 books are going to the Domestic Abuse Project in Media
The children and staff wore their favorite pajamas to school and all the newly donated pajamas and books were on display in the
cafeteria!

Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union Student Operated Branch at MNHS
Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union (FMFCU), in partnership with Marple Newtown School District, cut the ribbon on a new studentoperated branch in Marple Newtown High School. Officials from the school district, high school, and FMFCU participated in the
ceremony.
The new FMFCU branch has a two-fold mission of promoting financial awareness to students and teachers while providing hands-on
work experience to students enrolled in a financial literacy class at the high school.
“Not enough of us learn to manage our money before adulthood,” said Rick Durante, vice president of education at FMFCU. “Starting
early is key to lifelong financial success. Students learn about money management, banking, and finance before putting that knowledge
to use in an operational financial institution.”
The Marple Newtown High School Branch is open two days a week to faculty, staff, and students and is modeled after six other
student-operated FMFCU branches in Delaware County and Chester County high schools.
“I am delighted to offer this wonderful opportunity to our high school students and the entire Marple Newtown community,” noted
Dr. Merle Horowitz, superintendent of Marple Newtown School District. “This special day advances the important, ongoing effort of
financial literacy.”
The branch is a mini-version of other FMFCU offices, and students are trained similarly to any new Credit Union hire. While working,
they open accounts, accept check deposits, and market the branch under supervision of an on-site FMFCU coordinator.
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Loomis Elementary School sponsored their 7th Annual Pajama drive for the Pajama Program delivering warm sleepwear and
nurturing books to children in need.
Purpose - Pajama Program provides new books and new pajamas to children in need, many who are waiting and hoping to be
adopted. Many of the children they serve are living in shelters and group homes and are often shuffled from one temporary home to
another. Some of them are living with their families below the poverty level, in desperate need of food, clothing and shelter. Most have
been removed from school for long periods of time and do not have access to books to continue their reading practice. Their reading
skills are far lower than their peers. These youngsters have been abused or abandoned, and in many cases, have never enjoyed the
simple comfort of having a mother or father tuck them in at bedtime in clean night clothing with a story read to them or their own book
to read. Through the Pajama Program, they are contributing to a warmer, more loving bedtime in a supportive reading environment
for these special children. Since 2001 the Pajama Program has provided more than 2 million new pajamas and new books to children in
need nationwide (www.pajamaprogram.org).
This year Loomis Elementary students collected their most ever with 420 pajamas and 415 books! They have officially collected over
2,000! A special thank you to Barnes and Noble in Lawrence Park Shopping Center for donating 200 books.

Marple Newtown

Loomis Elementary 7th Annual Pajama Program Drive

Walk Now for Autism Speaks
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The 100 students, staff, family and friends representing the Culbertson Cares Team at the Walk Now for Autism Speaks event in
Philadelphia raised over $15,000, making them the 4th top team in the entire walk! To begin the event, the children of Culbertson
Cares sang the National Anthem, a memory many will hold in their hearts forever! According to the Autism Speaks organization, many
participants reported that it was their favorite part of the walk.
Purpose: Walk Now for Autism Speaks, the nation’s largest grassroots autism walk program, is Autism Speaks’ signature fundraising
and awareness event, taking place in communities across the United States, as well as in Canada. Powered by volunteers and families
with loved ones on the autism spectrum and local businesses and companies that employ those on the spectrum, this successful
grassroots fundraising effort not only generates vital funds for autism research, but also raises awareness about the increasing
prevalence of autism and the need for increased research funding to combat this complex disorder.

Girls’ Basketball
Rylee Power
Joins the
1,000 Point Club!
Senior basketball player Rylee Power became the fifth female
member of the 1,000 Point Club on Monday, December 8th, in the
Tiger’s opening game against Penncrest. Power entered the season
with 983 points and scored her 1,000th point on a free throw late in
the third quarter. She now sets her sights on the female career leader,
Lindsay Cassidy, with 1,326 points.
Rylee Power started Varsity for all 3 sports as a freshman and has
played on the Varsity team all 4 years at MNHS for Tennis, Basketball
and Softball. She has been named All Central League, All Delco, Team
MVP and Team Captain. Power is a scholar athlete, with a 97% GPA,
a member of the National Honor Society, Renaissance recognition,
Student of the Month and member of the ROAR Award (team with
the highest GPA during the season) as a member of the Tennis Team.
Power is an active member of her community participating in Power
Time, Fellowship of Christian Athletes and community youth groups.

We are thrilled to announce a brand-new after-school arts program coming soon to the Marple
Newtown School District! MNYP’s After-School Drama Program is an affordable, professional,
and engaging after-school theatre class. Students will have a blast while learning theatre
exercises and games, writing and starring in their own play, and thinking on their feet during
exciting improvisation sessions. MNYP’s experienced teachers will foster a safe and lively
atmosphere, all while placing a strong emphasis on improving communication skills,
emotional awareness, confidence, self-esteem, and inspiring an on-going love and passion for
live performing arts.


These HOUR LONG classes run for 8 WEEKS.



Sessions will rotate to different MNSD school locations throughout the year.



Minimum class size to run is 4 students. Maximum class size is 16 students.



Regardless of enrollment at a particular school, all students are welcome to participate in as
many MNYP after-school drama classes as they would like at neighboring schools, however
transportation is not provided from school to school.



Parents pay the class fee directly to MNYP; payment does not go through the hosting school.



Teachers are currently the Theater Directors at MNHS (directors of ‘Shrek’ ‘Annie!’).

SPRING 2015 REGISTRATION INFORMATION
SCHOOLS
Culbertson

Worrall

DATES
Mondays
03/16/15 thru 05/11/15*
(No class 3/30)
Thursdays
3/19/15 thru 5/14/15*
(No Class 4/02)

TIMES
3:30PM to 4:30PM

3:20PM to 4:20PM

*Performance on Last Day – Family and Friends Invited!
GRADES: 2-5
LOCATION: Gym/Stage
COST: $115.00 per student (Approx. $14. Per class)

All Registrations must be completed at:
http://tinyurl.com/MNYPsignup
For more information or questions, please contact Andy Wertner – anwertner@mnsd.org
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MNYP AFTER-SCHOOL
SCHOOL DRAMA PROGRAM!

Marple Newtown

Presents

MNSD Happenings
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 Fall ROAR Award: Fall
ROAR award winner is the
Girls Cross Country Team
with a GPA of 98.57%.
Congratulations to these
student athletes!

 JA at Culbertson. SAP
Americas partnering with
Junior Achievement at
Culbertson Elementary.

 Jazz Band Festival.

Football records set at MNHS:
Adrian Sapnas RB, SR. and Abel Hoff WR, JR.

FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) attend
Regional Leadership Conference.

PHMS Advisory Project.

Science of Sound at Worrall Elementary.

Famous Pennsylvanians at Loomis Elementary.
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PHMS performed at the Media Veteran’s Day Parade.

Congratulations MNHS Winter Captains!

Marple Newtown

Loomis Elementary band playing for the school during the holidays.
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MNSD Happenings
1.

2.

3.

4.

1. Tigers Lair Winners. Congratulations to the PHMS 8th grade
student fall athletes who were selected by their coaches as
nominees to the Tiger’s Lair as they best represented the six pillars of
character: integrity, respect, sportsmanship, hard work, responsibility,
and citizenship.
2. MNEA TOY. Marple Newtown Education Association 2014-15
Teacher of the Year, Elizabeth Mongan, Instrumental Music Teacher.
3. Sponsor A Child. Students and staff from Marple Newtown School
District sponsored 80 children for the holidays.
4. Toys For Tots. MNHS students in Innovative Design built over 90
tabletop basketball toys to donate to The Community Action Agency
of Delaware County, Inc (CAADC)
5. M Cody visit funny faces: Matthew Cody, author of Powerless,
Super, and Villainous and Will in Scarlet visits Russell Elementary
School.

5.

7. Culbertson Food Drive. Students collected food during the
Holidays for St. Mark’s Emergency Food Center

UPCOMING EVENTS

February

20th MS County Band Festival Beverly Hills MS 7:30 pm
21st Russell Elementary Fun Fair
Newtown Square Women’s Club, Marple & Newtown area schools Art
Show at Newtown Square Library for the month of February

March

6th Breakfast Buddy Show (K, 1, 2, 3), Russell Elementary, 9:15 am
7th Loomis Elementary Fun Fair
11th Culbertson 4th and 5th grade Concert, Culbertson Elementary
School, 7 pm
13th Paxon Hollow Drama Club – School Play, 7 pm
14th Harlem Wizards, MNHS Gymnasium, 6:30 pm
19th-21st ANNIE – The Musical, MNHS Performing Arts Center, 7pm,
2 pm Matinee
19th PMEA Elementary BandFest, Upper Darby HS, 7:30 PM
27th Jazz Festival - MS Jazz Ensemble, Drexel Hill MS
27th Jazz Competition, Marple Newtown HS, 6 pm

May

April

June

10th Marple Newtown’s Got Talent Competition - Preliminary Round
14th Marple Newtown High School Spring Concert
17th & 18th Marple Newtown High School Band and Choir Festival
23rd Paxon Hollow Spring Concert, 7 pm
24th Marple Newtown’s Got Talent Competition – Finals
30th Paxon Hollow Art Show and Concert, 6:30 pm

1st & 2nd One Act Play Festival, MNHS, 7 pm
2nd Elementary Band & Choir perform at Wilmington Blue Rocks, 7 pm
7th Culbertson Elementary, Evening of the Arts, 7 pm
7th Worrall Elementary, Evening of the Arts 6:30 pm
6th Russell Elementary, Evening of the Arts, 7 pm and 4th Grade Show 7:30 pm
12th Elementary Instrumental Music Spring Concert, MNHS, 7:30 pm
13th Loomis Elementary, Evening of the Arts, 6pm
16th Marple Newtown High School, Evening of the Arts, 5 pm
16th The Tiger Foundation Arts Gala, MNHS Performing Arts Center, 7 pm
25th Memorial Day Parade, Marple Township, 10 am
MNHS AP Studio Art Show, Newtown Square Library for the month of June
11th Marple Newtown High School Commencement, Villanova University
16th Paxon Hollow 8th Grade Promotion Ceremony
*Correction – There will not be a Grandparent’s Day Show at Worrall Elementary
on 3/27.
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6. Loomis Voting — Participation. Peter Pilko, and his fellow classmates in
Ms. Purcell’s 5th grade class at Loomis went to the National Constitution
Center to present their idea on “How to increase Voter Participation”.

7.

Marple Newtown

6.

A Legacy of
Love and Charity
The Garrett-Williamson Foundation is a
Newtown woman’s dream come true for area families.
by Bob Byrne

H

idden away in plain sight along Bishop
Hollow Road in Newtown Township is
where you’ll find the dream-come-true
of a Newtown woman who was born in 1831,
decades ahead of her time. Elizabeth Williamson Garrett’s childhood home and grounds
are now where her foundation offers help to
children, single working women, moms and
families.
The Garrett-Williamson Foundation is
housed on a 262-acre private property
compound that offers outdoor activities,
preschool, Delaware County 4H’s farm and so
much more.
The foundation’s programs run year round.
If you have driven by or perhaps heard of
the foundation, there’s a good chance you
don’t know about all of the programs it offers
based on need rather than ability to pay. The
sign at the entrance to the private road barely
scratches the surface of what’s down the very
long driveway, mostly out of public view.

The Foundation’s Roots

Elizabeth was the daughter of Adam Buckley
Williamson, a descendent of Newtown’s early
settler Daniel Williamson, who purchased the
original 450-acre tract in 1692. She married
Casper Garrett who owned and operated the
Union Paper Mill on Darby Creek, as well as
the “Paper Mill House.” Today the building
houses the museum of the history of Newtown Township.
The Williamson farm was later sold, but over
the years Elizabeth and her husband eventually bought the land back.
Elizabeth died in 1910, leaving her farm and
all of its buildings and equipment to “provide
a vacation home for the support and maintenance of poor children and deserving single
women, as many as possible, so each shall

remain for a limited period during the spring,
summer and fall months and shall be succeeded by others in the same manner.”
Working girls were included because of her
compassion for the girls who worked in her
husband’s paper mill. The beneficiaries were
to come from Philadelphia and other cities
and towns “where farm life was not known.”
According to the foundation’s history, “her
will stated Elizabeth’s desire that… beneficiaries shall not live in one large building, ‘my
wish being that smaller buildings to accommodate fewer beneficiaries shall be erected
and built rather than one large building to
accommodate all who may be enjoying the
benefit of the lodge.’”
Rather than smaller buildings, the lodge was
constructed in 1916. Elizabeth stipulated that
the farm be kept as always, “with a succession of crops in different fields, with flowers
in suitable places, and with all the buildings,
furniture and farm animals retained.”
Her will stipulated that the foundation’s
board could sell small portions on the outskirts of the property, if necessary, but must
never sell the woods adjoining the creek, “as
I desire the farm and its surroundings to be
kept and preserved as nearly as possible in its
present condition.”
The lodge building no longer houses people,
but it is home to a spectacular events ballroom
and a giant covered porch that can be rented
for weddings, receptions and other special
occasions. That’s just the tip of the iceberg of
the facilities and education programs offered
by the foundation.

Camp Garrett

One of the Garrett-Williamson Foundation’s
biggest offerings is Camp Garrett, an annual
summer camp that runs from June 22 right up

to the start of school (September 3). The summer programs run in weekly sessions.
“Working parents need a place where their
children can go all summer long, not just until
the middle of August,” Camp Garrett Director
and Foundation Marketing and Development
Director Kate Braemer explains.
Braemer says registration is open all year
round. “We are on a beautiful 240-acre
campus. We subsidize our tuition up to 100%
based on need for Garrett’s Way Learning
Center and Camp Garrett. We focus on
developmentally appropriate curriculum that
builds resiliency, respect, and collaboration.
Everyone is eligible for camp! We are an inclusive environment.”
The camp serves children ages 5-15. Counselors are highly trained and screened. Several
of the counselors each summer have been
former campers.

Garrett’s Way Daycare
and Preschool

At Garrett’s Way Child Care and Learning Center, infants and toddlers “thrive in a
nurturing and safe environment that meets
the individual needs of children ages 6 weeks
to 3 years old. Our program has earned the
Keystone Stars Level 3 designation,” according to the foundation website.
Professionals with years of experience and
training staff the daycare and preschool. Many
have a master’s degree. Garrett’s Way’s ongoing professional development requirements
have become a respected benchmark for other
child care programs.
“Garrett’s Way Child Care and Learning Center provides a fun, age-appropriate
curriculum that encourages a child’s natural
curiosity. Through positive, stimulating interaction with staff members, children develop a

INSET PHOTOS COURTESY OF GARRETT-WILLIAMSON FOUNDATION

strong early foundation in language, communication, physical coordination, and cognitive, social, and emotional development,” the
foundation says.
The natural beauty of the campus creates an
excellent opportunity for children to participate in fun outdoor activities that establish
an early appreciation for the environment.
There’s also a big play yard, and small gardens
outside the doors of the preschool building
that allow kids to literally get their hands on
lessons.
Preschool Basics:
• Garrett’s Way offers a 12-month infant and toddler
program.
• Hours are Mon. through Fri., 7 a.m. until 6 p.m.
• Two nutritious snacks are provided each day. Parents
provide a peanut-free lunch.

Garrett’s Way Kindergarten

The Garrett’s Way Kindergarten program is
licensed by the Pennsylvania State Board of
Private Academic Schools.
Children also participate in many outdoor
activities, including physical education. No
nap time allows more time for exploration
and learning.

Kindergarteners benefit from fun and
engaging learning centers that include more
advanced tools, from magnets and magnifying
glasses to intellectually challenging toys and
games. All of these activities give children a
more fine-tuned grasp of concepts, along with
greater creativity and problem-solving ability.
In addition, Garrett’s Way kindergarteners
get to serve as role models for the younger
children in the pre-k and infant/toddler
programs. This helps them to develop positive
behavioral habits and leadership skills that
will benefit them as they move through their
academic careers.
Kindergarten Basics:
• Garrett’s Way offers a full-year, 9-month kindergarten program.
• Hours are Mon. through Fri., 7 a.m. until 6 p.m.
• Two nutritious snacks are provided each day. Parents
provide a peanut-free lunch.

Facility Rentals Help Support
the Foundation’s Programs

Garrett Williamson Lodge. Built in 1920, the
historic Garrett Williamson Lodge maintains
all of its original warmth, providing a gracious
and elegant place to host indoor events. A
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beautiful foyer leads to a spacious events facility/ballroom. Event organizers have access to
a fully functional kitchen.
Picnic and Outdoor Facilities. A covered
picnic pavilion is a relaxing outdoor setting
where guests can enjoy the fresh air and scenic
beauty of the Garrett-Williamson property.
The 60’ x 40’ facility is fully accessible so that
all visitors can have a great time.
Guests can swim in the pool or explore
the outdoors on four miles of hiking trails
through 95 wooded acres. Garrett-Williamson
also features tennis courts and playing fields
so your event can include all kinds of fun and
games.
Talk Institute. Talk Institute leases space on
the foundation’s campus. It is a private, independent school. It “provides the intensive, integrated academic instruction and therapeutic
interventions essential to children currently
coping with disabling speech and language
disorders (without regard to race, creed or
color).” According to the institute, “Talk
students range in age from 3 to 21 years old
with significant language or autism spectrum
disorder. Small classes with dedicated specialists run from September through July.”

Dedicated to the Community. Over the years
the foundation has been generous in offering
the use of its facilities. In 1956 classes were
held in the lodge when the Marple Newtown
High School burned down. The Ellis School
had some classes on the foundation campus
over the years. A private school for Armenian
children, the Armenian Sisters Academy, now
in Radnor, also leased the lodge in the early
1970s. The Marple Newtown Recreation
Commission had an office there as well.
The foundation donates use of its barn and
fields to the Delaware County 4-H clubs.
Elizabeth Garrett and her mission are still at
the center of the Garrett-Williamson Foundation. “We still have a charming reminder of
this unselfish woman, who loved her childhood home enough to retrieve it and leave
it for the enjoyment of those less fortunate,”
the foundation says. “It is a needlepoint
sampler, fashioning a poem in her own fine
needlework, stitched when Elizabeth was 16,
reading…
‘We were made to work awhile,
Cheerful at our work to smile;
Thinking as we labor thus
Of the heaven prepared for us.’
For more information about the foundation,
its programs and facilities, visit
garrettwilliamson.org. ■
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Celebrating Volunteers
in Newtown Township
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By John Custer, Esq
From its earliest beginnings, this country has been dependent on volunteers.
When colonists first arrived in the New World, no infrastructure existed, and settlers
had to band together and help each other in order to survive and prosper in a
wilderness.
Nor was the situation any different here in Newtown Township. Not long
after William Penn’s establishment of Newtown Township in 1681, volunteers
from Newtown Square Friends Meeting constructed Goshen Road through the
surrounding forest and established the Goshen Road/Newtown Street Road
intersection as the hub of colonial life.
From these humble beginnings, volunteerism has kept pace with our increasingly
complex society, until today, nearly one in four Americans has served as a volunteer.
If we look around Newtown today, we will discover volunteers active in virtually all
aspects. I would like to provide just a few examples of volunteerism in Newtown.
Today, Newtown Township’s government would have difficulty functioning
without volunteers. All individuals appointed to Newtown’s Boards and
Commissions work without pay, and provide sanitary sewer services, schedule
events at Township parks, review proposed development plans, make decisions on
zoning applications, and address environmental issues.
Can you imagine the catastrophic increase in Township taxes which would
occur if the Newtown Square Fire Company ceased being a primarily voluntary
organization and the cost of paid fire protection had to be assumed entirely by
the Township? This has happened in many communities, and, fortunately, our
Fire Company has done an excellent job in retaining its volunteer base despite
increasing pressure.
Private citizens first began the Newtown Public Library in a private home on
West Chester Pike in 1974, moving in 1976 to a basement floor in the Shopping
Center, where they contended with periodic sewer line overflows. Unhappy with
such conditions, Library volunteers raised a significant portion of the funds for a
brand new Library building, which was constructed in 2001 next to the Township
Municipal Building. The Library remains to this day primarily staffed by volunteers.
In the early 1980’s a group of concerned citizens rescued from demolition a
dilapidated, roofless building, originally constructed in 1828 to house workers in
local paper mills. Through their labor and cost, this building has been restored
inside and out, and is now the attractive, award-winning Paper Mill House and
Museum. This group later formed the Newtown Square Historical Society, which
operates and staffs the Paper Mill House and the John West House, schedules
historic events, and promotes the restoration of historic buildings in Newtown, with
all-volunteer help.
The Newtown Square Petticoat League and Newtown Edgmont Little League
have provided countless boys and girls in Newtown with their first team athletic
experience. Last year, two Broomall-Newtown boys baseball teams both won the
Babe Ruth World Series for their age group and became national champions. How
does all this happen without the dedication of volunteer coaches and support staff?
The Newtown Square Business and Professional Association, with Dick Pound as
President, has represented business interests in the Township for nearly forty years.
Rotary, Lions Club, 4-H, scouting, Red Cross, church, hospital and nursing home
volunteers, political volunteers and parent-teacher organizations. The list is truly
endless.
What about activism? Can a handful of volunteers make a difference in
Newtown? Absolutely it can! That is why we have a beautiful library, an award
winning Paper Mill House, a Fire company, and recreation activities for our children.
Clearly, not only do volunteers form the backbone of Newtown life, but a group of
volunteers, working together, can move mountains.
What are you waiting for?

~ Stephen M. Nease

TOWNSHIP STAFF
Kyle Bendler
Brian Thompson
Shad Sahm
Len Warren
Karl Keehn
Joe Romano
Catherine Spahr
Denise Zurka
General Administration
Finance
Marie Richards
Harry Robinson
George Sharretts
Christopher Lunn
Stephen Nease
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Electrical Inspector
Fire Marshal
Health Inspector
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Administration
Fiscal Department
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Public Works
Director of Public Works
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610-356-0200 ext 118
610-356-0200 ext 116
610-356-0200 ext 113
610-565-0789
610-356-2969
610-356-4040 ext 511
610-356-0200 ext 110
610-356-0200 ext 146
610-356-0200 ext 130
610-356-0200 ext 115
610-356-0200 ext 131
610-356-0200 ext 134
610-356-0200 ext 112
610-356-0602
610-356-0200 ext 117

Township Hours: 8:30am-4:30pm Monday thru Friday
209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA 19073
Phone: 610-356-0200 • Fax: 610-356-8722
www.newtowntownship.org
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I am excited to serve as Newtown’s Township Manager. Newtown Township has a wonderful history, a vibrant today and potential
for awesome future. Newtown will spend the next fifteen months completing the Comprehensive Plan which will be used as a guide
for land use for the next decade. It is my intention to use that as a springboard into new ways for the residents and the business community to be more involved in the determining the direction of government. I hope the same commitment that is applied to determining how Newtown uses it resources of land, will translate into a commitment of how Newtown will apply its most valuable resources.
At the top of the list of valuable resources are the volunteers and staff. Newtown has 35 or so dedicated paid staff people but without
the volunteers who make a real difference in the community, there is so much that would never get accomplished. If you want a community that remains vibrant it will take involvement from you. Because of volunteers Newtown has rich history, volunteers make
Newtown vibrant today and volunteers will set the direction and help accomplish an awesome future.

Newtown Township

A Message from the New Township Manager:

Board of Supervisors

Joseph Catania, Esq.
John Nawn, P.E.
Edward Partridge
Tina Roberts-Lightcap
Linda Gabell

Municipal Authority

Joseph Sweeney
Steven Schoenstadt
Mark Kay
Scott Miller
Vacancy

Chair
Vice-Chair
Supervisor
Supervisor
Supervisor
Chair
Vice-Chair
Treasurer
Secretary
Member

Parks and Recreation Board
Christopher Anderson
Paul Seligson
Vacancy
Vacancy
Vacancy
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Planning Commission
Curtis Silva
Shimon Guy, P.E.
Leonard Altieri
Jeff French
Clare Frissora
Nicholas Stephanou
Paul Evans

Zoning Hearing Board

Matthew DeNucci, Esq.
Lindsey Conan
Robert Lodge
Theodore Moser
Cindy Lemasters
Vacancy

Library Board

Ed Nabholz
George Chittenden
Diana Weaver
Leslie Sullivan
Bobby Schoenstadt
Howard Walker
Theresa Shephard
Arlene Caruso

Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member

Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Chair
Secretary
Member
Vice-Chair
Member
Alternate
President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member
Member
Director

Environmental Advisory Council
Paul Seligson
Sonia DiValerio
Cindy Mehallow
Judy Carr
Janet Elliot
Bruce Killen
Mike McGraw

Chair
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Meeting Schedule
All meetings are at 7:30pm unless otherwise noted and take place at the
Township Building
Board of Supervisors
Municipal Authority
Parks & Recreation
Planning Commission
Zoning Hearing Board
Library Board
EAC

2nd & 4th Monday
1st Monday
1st Thursday
2nd Thursday
3rd Thursday
3rd Thursday (7pm)
4th Wednesday

Please consider volunteering for one of the Boards/Commissions. Volunteering builds stronger communities. The following Boards/Committees
have positions available:
• Municipal Authority
• Parks and Recreation
• Zoning Hearing Board
If you are interested or have questions regarding what these Boards and
Committees do, please contact the township!
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Newtown Square
Fire Company
Volunteering Since 1916
By Chief Everlof
The Newtown Square Fire Company has a
long and proud tradition of serving the residents
of our community. Dating back to 1916 when
this valued community’s protective service
began, a commitment to saving lives and
property continues today.
Over the years, there have been many changes
in our historic township, yet the volunteer
spirit of the Newtown Square Fire Company
provides residents, day workers, and visitors
with safety every day and every hour. The
success of this protection also includes the
support of the community. With the sound of
the siren, the Fire Company begins its response
to provide fire, rescue and fire police services to
Newtown Township and a section of neighboring
Willistown Township, Chester County.
The Fire Company’s structure has two
segments— Operations and Administration.
Operations are led by Fire Chief. The Chief
and the team of trained officers have the

responsibility of coordinating all emergency
responses when those we protect call for help.
This element is staffed by volunteers serving
as junior firefighters-beginning at age 16,
firefighters, drivers/apparatus operators, line
officers, and fire police officers.
The Fire Company Administration is
responsible for the corporate activities. Its daily
responsibilities include grant writing, creating
and maintaining budget activities, maintaining
the aging building, and overseeing the growing
computer-based activities operations.
There are opportunities for service in each
of these two segments of the Fire Company.
In addition to bring existing talents to our
operations, it is also common for members to
also acquired life skills that have been become a
foundation of personal areas of employment.
Who staffs the daily operations of the
Newtown Square Fire Company? The diversity
of backgrounds includes, in part accountants,

business owners, lawyers, doctors, contractors,
landscapers, and equipment technicians.
Anyone interested in acquiring new
skills, becoming a part of the community
responsibilities, or enjoying challenges, is a
candidate to become a member of your Fire
Company. Others who have taken this challenge
have become police officers, emergency
medical technicians and other meaningful
and challenging employment. It begins with
commitment. The Fire Company provides
training and safety equipment along with the
opportunity of new friendships and camaraderie,
and very importantly the satisfaction of being
a part of the important activities within the
community.
Additional information about becoming a part
of your Fire Company can be obtained by visiting
the fire station, by calling our business phone at
610.356.9590 or visiting the Fire Company at its
Internet home www.nsfc.org.

Newtown Township Environmental Advisory Council
Drexel Lodge Activities
Arbor Day 2015: The EAC is always looking for volunteers!
Join them at this year’s Arbor Day celebration at Drexel
Lodge Park on April 25, 2015 between 9:00 and 11:00 am.
The EAC is leading a group of residents planting 10 deciduous trees along West Chester Pike. The new trees are funded
through a Delaware County Conservation District Mini
Grant program. Come join the group for digging, coffee,
refreshments and fresh air.
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Newtown Township’s Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) is a great example of a few volunteers making
a difference. In 2002, Newtown Township created this
arm of government, which consists of seven appointed
volunteer members from our community. Although
many members have horticultural, biological, engineering, gardening, and conservation backgrounds, members
need only possess an interest in preserving our township’s natural resources.
Newtown Township’s EAC is a model of volunteerism, always hunting for more talent and efforts. Visit
the EAC’s website to see what’s blooming! The following is some of what the EAC does for the community.

Butterfly Garden: Every spring, a group of EAC members meet at Drexel Lodge
Park armed with hand shovels, clippers and rakes to brush aside the winter
remnants from the Butterfly Garden. Residents are invited to come help with the
Butterfly Garden cleanup this April.

CRC Clean Up: As a member of the Chester-Ridley-Crum
Watersheds Association (CRC), Newtown EAC volunteers
join forces with CRC to collect bottles, cans and litter out of
the shoreline and understory of the ponds at Drexel Lodge
Park. Energetic residents are invited to join in this hands-on
affair on May 2 at 9:00 am at Drexel Lodge Park. CRC offers a
barbeque /picnic and CRC T-shirt to all volunteers

EAC Projects Underway

Hanging Baskets Campaign: The colorful hanging flower baskets that line the major thoroughfares
of Newtown Square are truly a community project, funded by donations from Newtown residents and
local businesses. Thanks to the generous response to annual fundraising, EAC is able to pay for costs of
buying and growing the annuals and replacing baskets which were worn out with use.

Newtown Meadow Preserve: As part of the Liseter development project, 50 acres was deeded to Newtown Township as a Nature Preserve to
be enjoyed by all residents from Newtown and surrounding townships.
The Newtown Meadow Preserve is planned as a wonderfully quiet and
serene bird sanctuary complete with walking trails. Currently, the EAC is
spearheading the effort to get a Master Site Development Plan and Implementation underwritten with funding from the Pennsylvania DCNR
with the process expected to begin sometime in 2017.

America In Bloom: In 2015, Newtown Township joined the national organization, America in Bloom, an organization which encourages communities to beautify their public areas through planting flowers, supporting a
clean environment, celebrating their heritage and horticultural pride through volunteerism.
America in Bloom judges will visit Newtown Township during the summer to evaluate our efforts. For more
information about America in Bloom, go to www.americainbloom.com

In Memory: In 2014, the EAC and Township were each contacted regarding loved ones planting a tree in
memory of long time residents who had fond memories of the years spent in Newtown Square. The EAC is
honored and happy to assist develop a plan for donations for memorial tree or scrub plantings on Township
property.

I

In 1995 I attended my first board meeting of
the Newtown Square Historical Society, the
youngest person in the room, surrounded by the
people who made the community run.
Stan Short, Dick & Edie Carpenter, Sid
& Jan Elston, Madaleen Ellis, Joe & Barbara
Bullen, Jack Grant, Sam Coco, Dorothy Elicker,
Ray & Fran Giuliani, Marianne Burt, Sharon
Haslett and many others. Whenever something
wonderful was happening here, a 4th of July
parade, the Freight Station museum, school
scholarships, library programs, Colonial Day,
historic markers, the Bartram Bridge, the Paper
Mill House and Museum, these people were
involved. They gave back to the community, and
made it a wonderful place to live.
Since then, I have learned much about
what makes a community work. It is not the
complainers, nor the simply inattentive or
complacent. A community works when there are
people who have enough interest to get involved.
They don’t have more time than the rest of us.
But they make time.
Imagine a community with no library, no
PTA, no Little League champions, no parades,
no covered bridge, no historic preservation, just
row after row of homes, filled with strangers.
Is that a community? No! And it is not OUR
community! Thanks to those who have paved
the way we have a vibrant community in which
to live and work.
The Newtown Square Historical Society
is always welcoming of new members and
volunteers. Please visit our website at
www.historicnewtownsquare.org for a membership
application. Come out and meet us, and help
give back to the community. It is a great feeling
to look out over an event and see the activity and
know that you helped make it happen.

Save the Date and get involved! Historic Newtown Square Day on June 6, 2015
On Saturday June 6, 2015, we are hosting our 20th annual Historic Newtown Square Day. This year, we are joining with one of our
oldest community members in celebrating the 300th birthday of Old St. David’s Church. As in the past, we anticipate having events at
all five of our sites on the National Register of Historic Places: the Square Tavern, the Bartram Covered Bridge, the Octagonal School
at Dunwoody, the Paper Mill House and Museum, and the 1715 St. David’s Church. Other sites may be open as well – the event is
in the planning stage right now. To help us, you may want to volunteer to help staff the event, or buy an ad or be a sponsor in our
program book, or simply mark your calendar and plan to attend. Some of us do all three! Please sign up for our monthly newsletter at
our website to stay abreast of the event: www.historicnewtownsquare.org. See you then!
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By Doug Humes

Newtown Township

Giving Back with the Newtown Square Historical Society

Newtown Township, 209 Bishop Hollow Rd, Newtown Square, PA, 19073 * Phone: 610-356-0200 * Fax: 610-356-8722
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Newtown Township is embarking on an update to its Comprehensive Plan, last adopted in 2001,
as required by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code. The Township has hired Sarcinello Planning & GIS Services to assist with the planning process and preparation of the updated Comprehensive Plan document.
The Comprehensive Plan is essentially a growth management plan with a ten-year time horizon.
It identifies current issues and opportunities related to land use, housing, transportation, utilities,
and public facilities and services. Based on input from residents, it establishes plans and policies
to achieve the community’s growth management goals. The Comprehensive Plan serves as a
guide for future planning initiatives and regulations.
The Township has created a Comprehensive Plan page on its website. Dates and times of public
meetings will be posted on this page, and comprehensive plan materials will be posted once
they are in final draft form.
Preparation of the Comprehensive Plan is expected to take fifteen months. During this time, the
Township will be conducting public workshops and open house sessions to obtain input from
residents. The first public workshop is scheduled for March 4th (time and location are to be announced). Please check the Comprehensive Plan page on the Township website for dates,
times, and locations of public workshops and open house sessions.
• Public Workshops - Two public workshops will provide opportunities for residents to partici-

pate in the creation of the Comprehensive Plan through hands-on exercises. Residents will be
asked to provide their thoughts on current issues in the Township, and their ideas for how to
shape the future of the Township. The first public workshop is scheduled for March 4th - details
will be posted on the Township website.

• Open Houses - I nformal open house sessions will be held at various times throughout the

planning process. Residents will be invited to stop in to the open house sessions where Comprehensive Plan materials will be displayed. Residents can ask questions and provide feedback on the materials. The first open house session will be held in March - details will be
posted on the Township website.

The Township will also seek input from residents via a Community Survey. The survey will be
posted on the Comprehensive Plan page on the Township website in late February. Paper copies will also be available at the Township building, the library, Dunwoody and Sunrise.

http://www.newtowntownship.org/comprehensive-plan-planning-future/

The Planning Commission is looking for YOUR Thoughts and
Opinions regarding Newtown Township! We value your
insights and want to HEAR from YOU! Please fill out the
Community Survey so your voice can be heard! The surveys
will be available online:
www.newtowntownship.org/comprehensive-plan-planning-future/

Paper surveys will be available at various locations through
out the Township: The Township Building, The Library,
Dunwoody, and Sunrise.

Respond By:
March 20th
2015

Community Survey
The Community Survey will ask for your opinions and thoughts
regarding such areas as:
 Choosing to live in Newtown
 Important aspect of the Township
 Transportation
 Traffic
 Affordable housing
 Expanding job opportunities
 Expanding entertainment activities (shopping, food, etc)
 Expanding recreational opportunities
 Protection of open space and cultural resources
 General Township appearance
 Public Services
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Comprehensive Plan

Newtown Township

Newtown Township
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Newtown Public Library: Celebrating the
Past and Looking Forward to the Future
The Newtown Public Library proudly celebrated its fortieth
anniversary during 2014. The first library, which opened its doors
on July 25, 1974, was the culmination of years of grass-roots
efforts by dedicated Newtown Township residents who felt that
the community deserved access to all the resources a library
provides. The grass-roots, volunteer spirit continues to this
day. The library employs a full-time library director and several
support staff, but these dedicated workers are complemented
by approximately thirty volunteers working multiple shifts
throughout the week. Whenever you come to the library’s front
desk, you will be greeted by a volunteer eager to help.
Volunteerism manifests itself in other ways as well. The Friends
of the Library (FOL) organization is an all-volunteer non-profit
organization whose mission is to raise funds to be used for the
betterment of the library and to promote awareness of the
library by offering programs for the community’s entertainment
and education. The FOL conducts an annual book sale, which is
very popular both within the community and the area to raise
funds. They hold popular events, including a Wine and Cheese
and Silent Auction and several programs to bring the community
to the library. They also support the monthly Art Shows at the
library, an opportunity for local artists to share their works with
the community. FOL’s support is critical to the library’s success.
Perhaps the best example of the library’s community pride and
volunteer spirit was our Community Day on October 25, 2014,
held to celebrate the library’s fortieth anniversary. For this day,
the library teamed with the organization H.O.P.E. (Helping Offset
Patient Expenses) who conducted a 5K Walk/Run to benefit a

Valentine’s Day Science Party! (ages 3+)
Rotate through stations filled with valentine
science! Saturday, Feb. 14th @ 1 PM. NO
registration required.
Giggle Magic Presents the Silly Seuss Show!
A silly magic show featuring characters from Dr.
Suess! Saturday, Feb. 21st @ 11 AM For ALL ages
& NO registration required.

local family in need. After a very successful 5K (over 250 runners!), the library and FOL
joined forces and sponsored rides, games, food, and fun for the whole family. This day
would not have been possible without the help of H.O.P.E., the FOL, Newtown Township’s
Public Works Department, and students from Marple Newtown High School’s Interact club
– clearly a day for volunteerism!
Every day, the library strives to provide the community with not only quality print and
electronic materials, but also programming and activities. For the kids, our Children’s
Librarian Angela Hegadorn provides numerous – and very popular – story times and
other activities every week. For adults, the Hand Crafters (any crafting you’d like to do)
and the Scrabble Club meet every week as well. Be on the lookout for author talks and
other events throughout the year. You can stay up to date on library events by visiting
www.newtownlibrary.org or like us on Facebook.
As Newtown Public Library begins its second forty years, the library’s (all-volunteer)
Board of Trustees is pleased to welcome a new director, Arlene Caruso. Don’t be surprised
if you see her out and about in the community, as she is excited to hear from everyone
about how the library can best provide its services; even better, stop by the library to say
hello and see all that we have to offer!

Sheep Shenanigans with the Colonial
Plantations (ages 3 & up) - Learn how wool gets
spun, dyed, weaved & woven in this interactive
program. It’s not as easy as you might think!
Meet LIVE sheep! Saturday, March 21st @ 11
AM PLEASE REGISTER. Space is limited. Call
610.353.1022.
Mad Hatter Tea Party! (ages 3 to 5) Follow Alice
down the rabbit hole for a wonderland of games,
activities and stories! Wednesday, April 1st @
1:30 PM PLEASE REGISTER, so we know how
many supplies to provide. Call 610.353.1022.
Star Wars Program The Dark Side invades
Newtown Public Library! Meet characters from
Garrison Carida’s 501st Legion. Answer trivial
questions & learn about all about the Dark Side!
Don’t forget your camera! Saturday, April 18th
from 1 to 3 PM. For ALL ages & NO registration
required.

Special Events
Dance Me a Story! (ages 2-6) Act out a story
using dance!
Mondays, 2/9, 3/16, 4/13, 5/11@ 10:15 AM
Music with Miss Jill- (baby to preschoolers)
Fun, interactive music with lots of props for
everyone! Tuesday: 2/10 & 2/24 @ 10:30 AM
Preschool Yoga (ages 3 to 5) Join Miss Lisa to
learn some yoga poses. Bring your own mat or use
one of ours! Thursdays, 2/19 & 3/19 @ 1:30 PM

Regular Schedule
Bookin’ with Babies Story Time (Birth to 2
years) Rhymes, songs, puppets and brief stories
followed by playtime! Wednesdays@ 10 AM NO
Story Time 3/4 & 3/11
Toddle on Over Story Time (ages 2 to 3 1/2
years) An active program with stories, music,
puppets & crafts, followed by playtime! Tuesdays
@ 10:30 AM NO story Time 1/27, 2/10, 2/24 3/3
& 3/10
Preschool Fun Story Time (ages 3 1/2 to 5 1/2
years) Stories, songs, games & crafts! Thursdays @
1:30 PM NO Storytime on 2/19 & 3/19 – Come
to Preschool Yoga! NO STORY TIME on 1/8, 3/5
& 3/12
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Family Programs
School Break Special: Eyes of the Wild LIVE
Animal Show - Mammals from around the world
will be featured in this program! Friday, February
13th @ 1:30 PM For ALL ages & NO registration
required.

Newtown Township

Activities at the Library
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A Message from the Chief of Police:
The motto, “Police and Community Working
Together” states the essential philosophy of
the Newtown Township Police Department.
The Department recognizes the need for the
police to work together with the members
of our community to protect the rights of all
persons within its jurisdiction to be free from
criminal attack, to be secure in their possessions
and to live in peace. The Department serves
the community of Newtown Township by
performing the law enforcement function in a
professional manner, and it is to these people
in our community that the Department is
ultimately responsible. This motto guides each
individual officer and the Newtown Township
Police Department as a whole on a daily basis.
The Newtown Township Police enjoy a
good relationship with the residents we serve.
That relationship, combined with diligent police
work, can be credited as a prime reason when the
police department has been successful solving
crimes within the township. The police need
the cooperation of the public that they serve
and cannot function efficiently without it. It is
with that in mind that the motto “Police and
Community Working Together” was developed.
One reason that Newtown Township is a safe
community is the relationship between the police
department and the residents that has developed
and continues to be maintained.
Our police officers maintain this relationship
through positive contacts with the community.
Not every contact will be positive in the eyes
of the public. However, every contact an officer
has with a citizen, from the way the officer looks
in uniform to what the officer says and how
it is said, are all opportunities to win over- or,
alternatively, alienate – the customer. Officers
must view each citizen contact as an opportunity
to win the respect, trust, and support of the
community. Realizing the community is the
first line of defense against crime and the most
essential component in its prevention, positive
contacts reinforce the communities resolve
to help the police develop and maintain safe
neighborhoods.
As our community continues to grow we must
constantly evaluate the police and community
relationship and keep an open mind towards
making adjustments and improvements when
necessary. The Newtown Township Police
Department would like to thank our community

members for their work towards making our
township a great place to live.
*Reference – The Police Chief, www.iacpnet.com, document
#611922.

What Should I Do To Avoid Becoming a
Victim of Identity Theft?

To reduce or minimize the risk of becoming
a victim of identity theft or fraud, there are
some basic steps you can take. For starters, just
remember the word “SCAM”:
S: Be stingy about giving out your personal
information to others unless you have a reason to
trust them, regardless of where you are:

1. Start by adopting a “need to know” approach to your
personal data. Your credit card company may need to know
your mother’s maiden name, so that it can verify your identity
when you call to inquire about your account. A person who
calls you and says he’s from your bank, however, doesn’t need
to know that information if it’s already on file with your bank;
the only purpose of such a call is to acquire that information
for that person’s personal benefit. Also, the more information
that you have printed on your personal bank checks – such
as your Social Security number or home telephone number
– the more personal data you are routinely handing out to
people who may not need that information.
2. If someone you don’t know calls you on the telephone
and offers you the chance to receive a “major” credit card, a
prize, or other valuable item, but asks you for personal data
– such as your Social Security number, credit card number
or expiration date, or mother’s maiden name – ask them to
send you a written application form.
3. If they won’t do it, tell them you’re not interested and
hang up.
4. If they will, review the application carefully when you
receive it and make sure it’s going to a company or financial
institution that’s well-known and reputable. The Better
Business Bureau can give you information about businesses
that have been the subject of complaints.

C: Check your financial information regularly,
and look for what should be there and what
shouldn’t:

What Should Be There:
1. If you have bank or credit card accounts, you should be
receiving monthly statements that list transactions for the
most recent month or reporting period.
2. If you’re not receiving monthly statements for the accounts
you know you have, call the financial institution or credit card
company immediately and ask about it.
3. If you’re told that your statements are being mailed to
another address that you haven’t authorized, tell the financial
institution or credit card representative immediately that you
did not authorize the change of address and that someone
may be improperly using your accounts. In that situation,

you should also ask for copies of all statements and debit
or charge transactions that have occurred since the last
statement you received. Obtaining those copies will help you
to work with the financial institution or credit card company
in determining whether some or all of those debit or charge
transactions were fraudulent.
What Shouldn’t Be There:
1. If someone has gotten your financial data and made
unauthorized debits or charges against your financial
accounts, checking your monthly statements carefully
may be the quickest way for you to find out. Too many of
us give those statements, or the enclosed checks or credit
transactions, only a quick glance, and don’t review them
closely to make sure there are no unauthorized withdrawals
or charges.
2. If someone has managed to get access to your mail
or other personal data, and opened any credit cards in
your name or taken any funds from your bank account,
contact your financial institution or credit card company
immediately to report those transactions and to request
further action.

A: Ask annually for a copy of your credit
report.
You can request a free copy of your credit
report at www.annualcreditreport.com. Your
credit report should list all bank and financial
accounts under your name, and will provide
other indications of whether someone has
wrongfully opened or used any accounts in your
name.
M: Maintain careful records of your banking
and financial accounts.
Even though financial institutions are
required to maintain copies of your checks,
debit transactions, and similar transactions
for five years, you should retain your monthly
statements and checks for at least one year, if not
more. If you need to dispute a particular check
or transaction especially if they purport to bear
your signatures your original records will be
more immediately accessible and useful to the
institutions that you have contacted.
Even if you take all of these steps, however,
it’s still possible that you can become a victim
of identity theft. Records containing your
personal data – credit-card receipts or car-rental
agreements, for example – may be found by or
shared with someone who decides to use your
data for fraudulent purposes.
**Source - US Department of Justice – www.justice.gov
www.justice.gov/criminal/fraud/websites/idtheft.html

Be sure to find out whether you need a permit for any work that you will be doing at your home! Building Inspectors Underwriters
serve as the township’s consultant for building, permitting and code enforcement; directly responsible for enforcement of the PA
Uniform Construction Code and the 2009 International Property Maintenance Code. Stantec, the Township Engineer reviews projects
(such as hardscape patios and pools) that impact soil erosion and stormwater management. If you have any questions as to whether
your project requires a permit, please call the Township, 610-356-0200. Permit applications are also available on the township website:
www.newtowntownship.org/applications-permits-and-forms
Always keep an eye out for new ordinances! The Board of Supervisors recently passed a Bamboo Ordinance and the Planning
Commission is currently working on developing a content neutral, comprehensive Sign Ordinance for the Township.

A Message from Newtown Township Tax Collector
Once again a new year is upon us which means Township Tax Bills are being prepared.
On February 1, 2015 the Township Tax Bills will be mailed. The 2015 millage rate is 2.882 mills.

What is a “Millage Rate”

The amount per $1,000 that is used to calculate taxes on a property. Millage rates are most often found in personal property
taxes, where the millage rate is multiplied by the total taxable value (assessment) of the property to arrive at the property taxes
due.
For example: a property with a $100,000 assessment would have a tax amount of $288.20.

What is an Interim Tax Bill?

Interims are an additional assessment on a property because of an improvement to the property, such as new construction,
addition to existing residence, pool, etc. Interim assessments can be for 1 to 12 months and are prorated according to the effective
date of the change in assessment. This addition in assessment is calculated by the Board of Assessment and generates an Interim
Tax Bill.

Where Do My Township Taxes Go?
Administration/Tax Collection
Police/Fire
Protective Inspection
Planning/Zoning
Public Works/Traffic Signals
Street Lighting
Parks & Recreation
Library
Insurance/Debt Service
Projects

Please examine your bill carefully for payment instructions and collection hours. I am committed to the service of the
Community. If I can be of any assistance to you please feel free to contact me.
Marie Richards, Tax Collector
610-325-7155
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Are you thinking about adding a fence, deck or patio this spring?

Newtown Township

A Message from Building, Permitting and Code Enforcement
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Recycling in Newtown…

Something everyone can do to help.
Thank you to all of our residents, businesses and visitors for your continuing efforts to recycle and to promote recycling in Newtown
Township.
Recycling in Newtown Township is important for our environment, but is also mandated in Pennsylvania as specified in PA ACT 101 as
well as locally by Newtown Township’s Recycling Ordinance, 1990-1. See the Newtown Township General Code Chapter 141, Article IV for
more information.
• Residents easily recycle “single stream” twice each month. See the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for your collection
dates, a recycling area map, listing of materials we can recycle and other important information.
• Businesses make their own arrangements with the company and method of their choice to recycle. They report annually to the
Township their results, illustrating not only their compliance with the state and local requirements, but also their commitment to
our community and its environment.
Last year, Newtown Township’s residents and businesses recycled over 2,700 TONS of material. Together we are making a difference.

YES - Please Recycle:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paper (white & colored paper, staples and paperclips are OK)
Cardboard
Aluminum, Bi-metal, & Steel Cans
Plastics #1 – #7 (except #6)
Glass
Carrier Stock (eg. soda can holders)
Envelopes (with windows)
Junk Mail/ Newspaper
Legal Pad Paper
Letterhead/Stationary
Magazines
Phone Books
Post it Notes

Items NOT to Recycle:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Food or Beverage Waste
Candy Wrappers
Chip Bags
Carbon Paper
Floor Sweepings
Non-Paper Packing Material
Stickers/ Labels
Plastic Packaging Wrap
Tissue Products
Styrofoam
Polystyrene (eg. coffee cups, take out containers, foam
packaging and packaging peanuts)
• Tyvek Envelopes

Residential Single-Stream Recycling Collections occur from each home twice every month: Zone #1 on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays and Zone #2
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays.
Please visit the Township web site under the “Public Works” tab for additional recycling information, schedules, maps and Household Hazardous
Waste / E-Waste Collection events.
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Introducing Food
to Your Baby
Rebecca A. Druash, D.O., FAAP, FACOP

Baby’s first spoonful of solid food is exciting and fun for everyone.
But what happens next? How do you know when to introduce
foods of different thickness and texture? How much? What variety?
Knowledge of your child’s developmental milestones will help you
make good decisions about feeding your child, ultimately making it
safer for your baby.
6-9 MONTHS
The ability to eat cereal and pureed foods, as opposed to breast milk
or formula, requires different tongue movements and coordination
with swallowing. Most babies can do this by 6-7 months of age. The
ability to sit in a high chair without support is a developmental guide
to help you know when your baby’s mouth and throat are likely to be
developed well enough to accomplish this. During this time, breast
milk or formula is still your baby’s major source of nutrition.
Begin feeding solids once a day with iron fortified infant rice cereal
(the least allergenic grain), mixed with breast milk or formula to a
liquid consistency. As baby learns to take and swallow cereal from a
spoon, gradually thicken the cereal to the consistency of pureed foods.
Gagging means your baby is not ready. Continue with the thinner
consistency for a while and try again. When baby is eating rice cereal
easily, begin feeding cereal two times per day. At this point introduce
infant oatmeal, vegetables, and fruit. Wait 3+ days between each new
single food, watching for allergic reactions. Consult your pediatrician
if you have a family history of food allergies.
Your baby may make a funny face with each new taste or texture.
This is due to the new experience, not an indication that your baby
does not like the food. Children do have sensitive taste buds, so
mixing a vegetable or fruit with cereal helps to decrease the intensity
of the taste.
Gradually increase solids to 1-2 ounces per serving and 2 servings
per meal. By 7-9 months of age, babies are ready for 3 solid meals per
day, including 2 meals with pureed meat. Mixing meats with cereal,
vegetables, or fruit will create a creamy texture.
9-12 MONTHS
Serving sizes gradually increase to 2-3 ounces of pureed food, which
may now contain small chunks of soft food. Parents are encouraged to
offer 2 servings of fruits or vegetables at each meal, with one serving
of protein (meat, yogurt, beans). Two servings of iron fortified cereal
per day are recommended. Very soft finger foods should be offered
at this time such as Cheerios or very small pieces of banana. By 12
months, the volume of solid food increases enough for breast milk or
formula to decrease to 3-4 feedings/day.
12-18 MONTHS
Toddlers on formula or weaning from breast milk should now
switch to whole cow’s milk (or an equivalent containing calcium
and vitamin D), 4-6 ounces/serving, 3-4 times a day. Offering milk

with the child’s snack instead of with a meal helps the snack to be well
balanced, allowing the child to eat more at mealtime. It is important
to establish good eating habits of 6-9 servings of fruits and vegetables
per day: 2 servings at each meal and 1 serving at each snack. Toddlers
continue to require very small, soft pieces of food and pureed foods
until they have their food-grinding teeth (molars). Be careful with the
size of food pieces offered to children. Food pieces should generally be
smaller than the diameter of their little finger.
18 MONTHS-4 YEARS
Children in this age group become inconsistent with their eating.
Growth slows down and appetites decrease. It is important to not make
meals a battle of wills.
Choking is a big concern now! Your child should advance to full
table food, including raw fruits and vegetables only when he/she has 2
sets of molars and is able to grind food well when chewing. This occurs
by 3-4 years of age.

Healthy Start

Pediatric and Adolescent Medicine
Rebecca A. Druash, D.O., FAAP, FACOP

Caring for the children of Newtown Square
and surrounding communities!
Solo Physician providing personalized health care
Practicing Pediatrics for over 25 years in the Delaware Valley
Board certified Pediatrician
Fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics
Fellow of the American College of Osteopathic Pediatrician
Trained in Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine and Cranial Therapy

“Give your child a Healthy Start for a life of Wellness!”
11 St. Albana Ave., Suite 101

Newtown Square, PA 19073
610-356-5500

MARPLE NEWTOWN RECREATION
Providing Recreational, Cultural and Educational Programs & Activities to the Marple Newtown Community since 1970.

Where To Find Us

The Marple Newtown Recreation office
is located in Room 124 inside the Robert C.
Gauntlett Community Center. Directional
signs are posted. Office hours are Monday
through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Please access the Community Center and
Recreation Office from the West Chester
Pike side of the building via the gym or side
building entrances. Parking is available in
the West Chester Pike lot.

Community Center Use
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Please contact the recreation office
(610.353.2326) daily between 9:00am and
3:00pm for information on organizational
meeting rooms, exhibition space, and gym
usage. The newly renovated Community
Center Gym is available for team and league
use, practices and special events.

MN RECREATION BUS
The Marple Newtown Recreation school bus is now
available for evening and weekend group excursions.
Please contact the recreation office (610.353.2326) for
fees and additional info.

DISCOUNT TICKETS

Recreation Commission aided by the Friends of
the YRC, is now open most Friday evenings from
7:00pm to 10:00pm. The YRC, for students in grades
six through eight, is where young people can meet
and socialize in a safe and supervised environment.
Programs and activities take place at the Robert C.
Gauntlett Community Center in Newtown Square.
They include a weekly DJ, dancing, sports and games,
and much more! All students, regardless of residency,
are welcome. Membership fees are $40 for Marple
Newtown residents and $50 for non-residents. The
daily attendance fee is $4.00. Please call the recreation
office at 610.353.2326 for registration information and
complete details. The program runs through March 27,
2015.

Movie Tickets

Science Explorers

Need a great gift idea? Marple Newtown Recreation
is now selling discount movie tickets. These tickets
are $9.00 each and are valid at all Regal, Edwards, and
United Artist Theaters nationwide. The tickets do not
carry an expiration date and can be purchased (cash
or check only) in the recreation office (room 124) of
the Gauntlett Community Center. The office is open
Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Once purchased, tickets are non-refundable. Call
610.353.2326 for complete details.

After School Science Club. Science Explorers will
conduct a 10-week after school science club this spring
for children in grades 1 through 5. Classes will meet at
the Gauntlett Community Center. To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610.353.2326. The
following topics will be offered:
Explosive Art. Art and science go hand in hand, so
put on your smock as we use brushes, bubbles and
even nature itself to create scientific works of art.
From making spin art machines to solar prints, you’ll
combine creativity and science to fashion many unique
masterpieces that go beyond “refrigerator door” art!
Dates: Mar. 4 – Apr. 8 (No class Apr. 1)
Day/time: Wednesday, 4:15pm – 5:15pm
Price: $99
Oozy, Obnoxious & Outrageous Animals. From

YOUTH
Youth Recreation Center
The Marple Newtown Youth Recreation Center
(YRC), a program of the Marple Newtown Joint

slippery, slimy banana slugs to poison dart frogs, we’ll
explore the world of wacky creatures that suck blood,
make slime, “fly” without wings, and re-grow all sorts of
parts! Check out a real millipede and count how many
legs it has, make your own slug slime, mix up a vampire
bat treat that you can eat, and experiment with gliding
like the flying squirrel!
Dates: April 15 – May 13
Day/time: Wednesday, 4:15pm – 5:15pm
Price: $99

Tiger Soccer Skills Academy
Marple Newtown Recreation will offer a spring
soccer clinic for boys and girls in grades K-5 beginning
April 11. Emphasis will be placed on dribbling,
shooting, passing, scoring and terminology. The clinic
will be conducted by Joe Brangiel and will take place
at the Gauntlett Community Center. To register, please
visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610.353.2326.
Dates: April 11 – May 2
Day: Saturday
Times: 10:15am – 11:15am (girls, grades 3-5)
11:15am – 12:15pm (boys, grades 3-5)
12:15pm – 1:15pm (girls, grades k-2)
1:15pm – 2:15pm (boys, grades k-2)
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $48 per person

MN Junior Tennis League
Learn and play tennis with the USTA 10 and under
format! The USTA format allows all children ages 5 to
12 to learn the game in a modified format with shorter
courts, transition balls, and smaller racquets. Just as in
baseball, soccer, and basketball, players will be placed
on tennis teams and play against other teams. This
seven-week program starts with hour long practices
run by our league managers for the first three weeks.
During the last four weeks, we’ll continue with 30
minutes of practice followed by 45 minutes of a team
match against another team. As opposed to a clinic, the

(continued on page 46)

For Marple Newtown students in 1st through 5th grades

Kindergarten Extended Day

Before and after care available for students attending Marple Newtown half-day kindergarten

Preschool

Preparing your child for kindergarten and beyond!

A division of the Marple Newtown
Joint Recreation Commission

Registrations Will
Be Accepted
FOR THE 2015-16
SCHOOL YEAR SESSIONS
Beginning March, 2015.

Care is provided on days when school
is closed or dismisses early for teacher
in-service, conferences, etc.
SPACE IS LIMITED ~ ENROLL TODAY
School-Agers 1st through 5th Grades
Before School Session: 7:00am – 9:00am
After School Session: 3:30pm – 6:00pm
Kindergarten Extended Day Sessions:
9:00 – 12:00 & 12:00 – 3:00
plus extended care available
Preschool: 7:00am – 6:00pm

Older 2’s & 3’s

Early Childhood Learning Environment
7:00am – 6:00pm
Call for availability

Conveniently located in the Gauntlett Community Center.
School Year Hours of Operation: 7:00am – 6:00pm
Homework Time • Arts & Crafts • Sports & Recreation • Special Events • Enrichment Activities • Community Service Projects
Providing licensed, professional child care to the Marple Newtown Community since 1985.

Registration materials are available at THE KID’S STOP site in the Gauntlett Community Center.
For further information about child care programming or to get updated news on registration and activities,
please contact Tracey Dudek, Director of Child Care at 610-353-2326. Email: thekidstop@gmail.com.
Check us out on the web! www.mnkidstop.com.
THE KID’S STOP Program does not discriminate in our admissions or hiring policies based on race, sex, religion, place of national origin or ability.
Each child brings his or her own uniqueness to the Program. We will gladly consider the application of any child enrolled in the Marple Newtown School District.

MARP L E N E W TOW N RE C RE ATI ON N E WS

Before And After School Care

Marple Newtown

Kid’s Stop

(continued from page 44)
league gives participants an opportunity to experience
match play. All players will receive a uniformed shirt,
award, and ceremony at the conclusion of the season.
To register and/or additional information please
visit www.phillyteamtennis.org/registration.php,
call Justin DePietropaolo at 610.450.4816, or Justin@
phillyteamtennis.org.
Dates: April 25 – June 13 (No play May 23)
Day: Saturday
Session 1: 2:30pm – 3:45pm (Ages 8 & under)
Session 2: 3:45pm – 5:00pm (Ages 10 & under),
Session 3: 5:00pm – 6:15pm (Ages 12 & under)
Site: MN High School Tennis Courts
Price: $85

MN Recreation Day Camp
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This six-week, fun-filled program, for children
ages 6 to 12, begins June 22. Camp will meet at the
Gauntlett Community Center (indoors & outdoors)
Monday through Friday from 9:00am to 4:00pm. No
Camp July 3. The camp itinerary, to be distributed the
first day, will include both participant and staff initiated
activities, free play and organized events, individual
and group activities, and quiet and active experiences.
Directed activities will include Sporting Events, Arts &
Crafts, Group Games, Field Trips, and Special Events.
Registration for weekly sessions begins May 1 (3-week
minimum required). Early registration is strongly
recommended as space is limited. Additional fees will
be required for field trips. Please contact the recreation
office (610.353.2326) for registration information and
additional details.
Dates: June 22 – July 31(No camp July 3)
Day/time: Monday – Friday, 9:00am – 4:00pm
Site: Comm. Center
Prices: $50 Registration &
$95/week, $76 (June 29 – July 2)

Swim Parties
Marple Newtown Recreation makes the High
School Pool available from September through May
for children’s birthday parties, team parties and special
events. Why not make your next birthday party a splash
party? A side room is also available for refreshments.
Please call the Recreation Office (610.353.2326) at least
4 to 6 weeks in advance to make reservations. Fee
includes use of the pool, side room, party leader and
lifeguards. Maximum number per party is 25.
Dates: Sep. – May
Day/time: Saturday, 12:15pm – 2:15pm
Price: $245

The routines feature interval training sessions where
fast and slow rhythms are combined to tone and sculpt
the total body while burning fat, especially targeting
the mid-section. Zumba® Fitness is so fun that it is
now offered in over 100 countries worldwide. Certified
Zumba® instructor Pam Nelson will coordinate the
program. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org
or call 610.353.2326.
Complementary Class: April 9, 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Dates: April 16 – June 4
Day/time: Thursday, 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Site: Comm. Center Gym
Price: $70

Zumba Toning
Saturday morning Zumba® Toning combines your
favorite zumba rhythms with a component of toning
exercises for the legs, buttocks, arms, abdominals and
core section. When it comes to body sculpting, Zumba
Toning raises the bar (or rather, the toning stick). It
combines targeted body-sculpting exercises and highenergy cardio work with Latin infused zumba moves
to create a calorie-torching, strength-training dance
fitness party. Students learn how to use lightweight,
maraca-like toning sticks to enhance rhythm and tone
all their target zones, including arms, abs and thighs.
Zumba Toning is a perfect way for enthusiasts to sculpt
their bodies naturally while having a blast. Please
bring a set of weights (3-5 lbs.) for the arm work and
an exercise mat for the core and stretching. A great
way to start your weekend! Class will be held at the
Community Center and will be conducted by Pam
Nelson. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.org
or call 610.353.2326.
Session 1: March 28 – May 9 (No April 4),
Session 2: May 16 – June 20
Day/time: Saturday, 8:30am – 9:45am
Price: $60 per session

Yoga

Zumba Fitness

With “Ha” meaning Sun and “Tha” meaning Moon,
Hatha yoga is a style of yoga that is physical and at the
same time deeply meditative. Through a variety of yoga
postures, attention to proper alignment is learned.
Gentle movement in union with breathing strengthens
the body and increases flexibility, while freeing the
mind from daily stress. A sense of harmony and
balance is discovered. Other benefits include increased
energy flow as nerve channels are cleared, improved
concentration, blood circulation and digestion! Classes
will meet in the Gauntlett Community Center. Students
should wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga
mat to class. This six-week yoga program will be taught
by Yvette Pecoraro, a certified TriYoga instructor and
RYT with Yoga Alliance. To register, please visit www.
mnrecreation.org or call 610.353.2326.
Session 1: March 16 – April 20
Session 2: April 27 – June 8 (No May 25)
Day/time: Monday, 6:15pm – 7:15pm (basics), 7:30pm
– 8:30pm (level 1)
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $55 per session

The Zumba® program fuses Latin and international
rhythms with easy-to-follow moves to create a oneof-a-kind fitness program that feels more like a disco
party than a workout. Very little motivation is required
because when you hear the music, you can’t help
but move! Our goal is simple: we want you to love
working out! You can achieve long-term benefits while
experiencing an absolute blast in one exciting hour
of calorie-burning, body-energizing, awe-inspiring
movements meant to engage and captivate for life.

Tai Chi is one old form of Chinese exercise beneficial
to health, and it is also a subtle, sophisticated, and

ADULT

Tai Chi – 24 Form

scientific method of self-defense. It is basically made
out of several forms or sets originally derived from
the martial arts, and it takes the form of the natural
movements of animals and birds. However, unlike
martial arts, Tai Chi is performed deliberately slow,
softly, and gracefully with smooth and even transitions
between movements. Those who practice regularly
will develop a healthy body and a calm, tranquil
mind. It also provides a practical avenue for learning
about balance, alignment, fine-scale motor control,
and rhythm of movement. Therefore, the practice
will enable you to better stand, walk, run and correct
poor posture. This program is suitable for people of
all ages and requires no special equipment. Class will
meet at the Gauntlett Community Center. Lucia Coren
will provide authentic Chinese instruction. To register,
please visit www.mnrecreation.org or call 610.353.2326.
Dates: April 8 – June 10
Day/time: Wednesday, 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Site: Comm. Center
Price: $60

Adult Female Golf Clinic
This program includes four one-hour clinics and
is open to beginner and intermediate female players.
Participants will be taught the basic fundamentals of
the game (posture, grip and aim) and how to swing
the club. In addition, all players will work on their
short game including both chipping and putting.
Clinics one through three will be held on the practice
range or putting green at Paxon Hollow C.C., and the
fourth clinic will be done on the golf course. While
on the course, golf etiquette and speed of play will
be discussed. The program coordinator is Daniel
Malley, PGA Professional. If needed, equipment will be
provided. To register, please visit www.mnrecreation.
org or call 610-353-2326.
Session 1: April 21 – May 12
Session 2: June 2 – June 23
Day: Tuesday
Time: 6:30pm – 7:30pm
Site: Paxon Hollow C.C.
Price: $104 per session

Lap Swimming
The Marple Newtown High School Pool will be
open Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7:00pm to
8:30pm for lap swimming. Adults ages 18 and above
are welcome. Register at www.mnrecreation.org or call
610.353.2326. Advance registration is required.
Dates: April 7 – May 21
Day: Tuesday & Thursday
Time: 7:00pm – 8:30pm
Site: High School Pool
Price: $99 ■

PLASTIC SURGERY

Summer is Just Around the Corner
Your guide to achieving your post-pregnancy body image.
There is nothing more rewarding than bringing a child into the
world, but sometimes along with that reward comes a body we
weren’t prepared for. While exercise and dieting can tighten and tone,
sometimes this stubborn belly fat and muscle separation can only be
improved by plastic surgery.
Consider a tummy tuck to achieve your optimal goal. It is
important to have realistic expectations, and this is something you
will review with your surgeon during your consultation. The tummy

Come See What the
Buzz is all About!
COME
MEET THE
SURGEONS
Open House
March 12, 2015
5pm - 7pm
R.S.V.P. with Debbie at 610-527-4833 or by email at
Debbie@nooneinstitute.com
•
•
•
•
•
•

Main Line Lift
Drain-Free Abdominoplasty
Breast Augmentation – See the new shaped implants
Facelift – Suture suspension Malarplasty
Dysport®, Botox® and Restylane Silk® demonstrations
Get Ready for Summer with non-surgical CoolSculpting®
body contouring
• Light Refreshments will be served

Noone Plastic Surgery Institute, LLC
888 Glenbrook Avenue • Bryn Mawr, PA 19010
www.nooneplasticsurgery.com • (610) 527-4833

tuck, or abdominoplasty procedure, can help remove those abdominal
stretch marks and excess skin. The combined liposuction can address
the stubborn fat which can be resistant to dieting and exercise. An
added benefit of the tummy tuck procedure can be the tightening
of the abdominal muscles which can become stretched out during
pregnancy and may result in an abdominal bulge. The newest surgical
techniques enable patients to enjoy the benefits of abdominoplasty
without the need for post-operative drains. The recovery from surgery
is varied and may be dependent on your activity level prior to surgery.
Most patients return to regular activity within two weeks and full
activity within one month.
Liposuction offers a minimally invasive option which can remove
fat permanently in areas that cannot be affected by diet or exercise.
Liposuction also offers the added benefit of skin tightening. This
procedure usually takes between a half-hour and an hour and can be
done under either local or general anesthesia. Patients may experience
some post-operative swelling, but this usually resolves within a month.
Non-surgical options for body sculpting are also available with the
CoolSculpting® fat-freezing technique. This treatment can reduce those
tough-to-treat areas in the hips or abdomen in patients where surgery
would otherwise not be an option. The CoolSculpting ® procedure
is the only non-invasive procedure that uses advanced cooling
technology to gently and effectively target and eliminate fat in specific
areas of a patient’s body through a proprietary technology called
Cryolipolysis®. This procedure involves no incisions and no anesthesia
and reduces the fat layer without harming the skin or other tissues.
The most important decision you will make once you have decided
to take on surgery is selecting your surgeon. The well informed patient
will often choose a surgeon who is board certified in plastic surgery.
This will ensure that your surgeon has been extensively trained,
has undergone a peer review examination and been certified by
the American Board of Plastic Surgery. Another important aspect of
qualification is the Maintenance of Certification (MOC) for continued
medical education. MOC is offered by both the American Society
of Plastic Surgeons and the American Society for Aesthetic Plastic
Surgery. This ensures that the surgeon participates in ongoing
education to remain current and up-to-date in aesthetic plastic surgery
procedures.

SPECIAL SECTION: HOME IMPROVEMENT

Spring Renovations
by Bob Byrne
After a long, cold winter the warmth of spring sunshine is a sure sign that it’s
time to get outside and get going on projects that not only add value to your
home, but could spare you a big expense down the road.
The Renehan Building Group of Malvern (renehanbuildinggroup.com) serves
our local area and offers clients a checklist for home improvements that includes
these items specifically for spring:
Check Foundation and Masonry (like basements and exterior walls to prevent
seepage and condensation problems)
• Check foundation walls, steps, retaining walls, walks, patios, driveways, garage
floors, etc. for cracks, heaving, crumbling.
• Check chimneys, deteriorated chimney caps, loose and missing mortar.
Roofs and Gutters (to prevent roof leaks, condensation, seepage and decay
problems)
• Check for damaged, loose or missing shingles, blisters.
• Check for misaligned, damaged or leaking gutters, downspouts, hangers, gutter
guards and strainers.
• Check flashings around roof stacks, vents, skylights and chimneys as sources of
leakage.
• Check vents, louvers and chimneys for bird nests, squirrels and insects.
• Check fascias and soffits for paint flaking, leakage and decay.
Exterior Walls (to prevent failure, moisture, decay, and moisture penetration
problems)
• Check painted surfaces for paint flaking or paint failure.
• Check exterior masonry walls for cracks, looseness, missing, or broken mortar.
• Cut back and trim shrubs away from exterior walls.
Interior (general house maintenance)
• Check underside of roof for water stains, leakiness, dampness and
condensation particularly in attics and around chimneys.
The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) Remodelers offers to-do
list suggestions for homeowners. Here are some additional things to look for
inside your home to be sure it’s ready for spring, not only from top to bottom but
from the inside out!
1. Check window and door seals. Examine the exterior caulking on door and
window seals to ensure it remains watertight.
2. Inspect the HVAC. Hire a qualified technician to service your home’s HVAC
system to make sure it is running properly before hot temperatures call for air
conditioning. Now is also the time to replace your HVAC filters.
3. Check your home’s grading. Ensure that the grading of your yard slopes
away from your home’s foundation to keep excess moisture at bay.
The NAHB recommends that you don’t wait to inspect your home and get damage
fixed.
Many professional remodelers not only renovate homes; they repair or replace
damaged or deteriorating roofs, windows, doors and other home features.
Remodeling and repair projects can require your home to be open to the
elements and companies may have a backlog of work due to the length and
severity of the winter season. Choose your repair and renovation projects for the
year ahead and start planning now.

Don’t forget to go into the garage and get your power equipment geared up for spring.
Check your gas- and battery-powered lawn equipment to make sure it is ready for summer
use. Clean equipment and sharp cutting blades will make yard work easier.

If the Job’s Big Enough
for a Contractor
The U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) offers these
guidelines for finding, hiring and paying a contractor:
Finding a Contractor
Depending on how big or complex a project is, you might hire a:
• general contractor, who manages all aspects of a project,
including hiring and supervising subcontractors, getting
building permits, and scheduling inspections.
• specialty contractor, who installs particular products like
cabinets and bathroom fixtures.
• architect, who designs homes, additions, and major renovations
– especially ones involving structural changes.
• designer or design/build contractor, who provides both
services.
Do Your Research
The Renehan Building Group echoes the advice of consumer
advocates and the FTC. “What should you look for in a builder?
Integrity, quality craftsmanship, honesty, financial wherewithal,
past customer testimonials and level of community involvement.”

Before You Hire a Contractor
Get Estimates
Ask questions:
• How many projects like mine have you completed in the last
year?
• Will my project require a permit?
• May I have a list of references?
• What types of insurance do you carry? Contractors should have
personal liability, worker’s compensation and property damage
coverage. Ask for copies of insurance certificates, and make sure
they’re current, or you could be held liable for any injuries and
damages that occur during the project.
• Will you be using subcontractors on this project? If so, make
sure the subcontractors have current insurance coverage and
licenses, too, if required.
•
•
•
•

Understand Your Payment Options
Don’t pay cash.
Try to limit your down payment.
Try to make payments during the project contingent upon
completion of defined amounts of work.
Get a written contract.

After You Hire a Contractor
Keep Records
Keep all paperwork related to your project in one place. This
includes:
• copies of the contract.
• change orders.
• any correspondence with your home improvement
professionals.
• a record of all payments. You may need receipts for tax purposes.
Keep a log or journal of all phone calls, conversations, and
activities. You also might want to take photographs as the job
progresses. These records are especially important if you have
problems with your project – during or after construction.
Pay Wisely
• Don’t make the final payment or sign an affidavit of final release
until you’re satisfied.
• Know the limit for the final bill.

•
•
•
•
•

Use a Sign-Off Checklist
Before you sign off and make the final payment, check that:
all work meets the standards spelled out in the contract.
you have written warranties for materials and workmanship.
you have proof that all subcontractors and suppliers have been
paid.
the job site has been cleaned up and cleared of excess materials,
tools, and equipment.
you have inspected and approved the completed work.

HELPFUL NUMBERS:
Marple Township
Bulk Pickups, Permits, Building Code Information
610.356.4040
Online information: marpletwp.com
Newtown Township
For all appointments and inspections (relative to Building, Mechanical &
Plumbing) call 302.266.9057 or 1.800.732.2551 & ask for Claire Layton.
For any questions on permits/projects, call 610.356.0200
or email kbendler@biuinc.com.
Online information: www.newtowntownship.org
Better Business Bureau
www.bbb.org/washington-dc-eastern-pa
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Cleaning with a Personal Touch
A family-owned business considers its customers family, too.

A Personal Touch Cleaning Service started as a necessity in
1985 when Jean Levito, faced with raising three sons, decided
to clean houses, in addition to holding down several other jobs.
When one of her sons, Ken, graduated from college and was
having difficulty finding a job, his mother gave him a vacuum
cleaner, ran an ad in a local paper and launched a business that
would continue to thrive 30 years later.
Today, A Personal Touch Cleaning Service is still family
owned and operated, serving homes and businesses throughout
the Main Line, plus Chester, Delaware and Montgomery
counties. Nine cleaning crews work Monday through Friday,
handling as many as 15 to 40 sites a day depending on the size
of the job and the type of service required. Two additional crews
work every Saturday.
Cleaning crews include a supervisor, who’s worked for the
company anywhere from five to 14 years, and two cleaners who
help ensure that jobs are completed on time and in accordance
with customer expectations and an 83-point cleaning checklist.
All staff are bonded, insured, uniformed and English-speaking.
Services are charged by the hour, with all materials and
equipment supplied, unless a customer requests a specific
product.
A Personal Touch Cleaning Service cleans homes of any size,
from studios to mansions, and handles all types of cleanings,
from construction cleanups, to estate cleanouts, to assisting
clients experiencing illness, to preparing homes for visitors
and celebrations, to routine cleanings for busy people. “Every

customer’s needs vary so much. We make sure each cleaning meets
those needs,” says Ken Levito.
The company is also respectful of pets, offers “green cleaning”
through its choice of cleaning products, accommodates flexible
scheduling and requires no contracts. Service requests can be made
via email, sales@mainlinecleaners.com, or phone, 610-525-0809.
A Personal Touch Cleaning Service is especially proud of the
personal service it delivers and the relationships it’s developed
with clients. “We truly care about each customer. A lot of them are
like family. We’ve witnessed births, celebrations, children going to
college, weddings, illnesses and deaths in so many people’s lives,”
notes Levito.
The company’s sincere concern for the welfare of others is also
evident in its participation in Cleaning for a Reason, a non-profit
organization that matches female cancer patients with cleaning
services to assist them in caring for their homes. Every month, A
Personal Touch Cleaning Service provides free house cleaning to
two patients.
The company’s success as one of the area’s lowest-priced and
insured cleaning services is bolstered by numerous “Best Of”
awards it’s received from local publications, including Main Line
Suburban Life, Main Line Times, Main Line Today, Philadelphia
Magazine and The Philadelphia Inquirer. The awards are definitely
a source of pride. “I never thought that we would be such a highly
recognized cleaning service in the area,” says Levito, who links
the company’s growth to its customer service. “We help so many
people, in so many ways, every day.” ■
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Help with Home Maintenance

Mr. Handyman of the Western Main Line sustains a reputation for excellence.

From attic fans to wood rot repair, there are 111 items on the
service list Mr. Handyman of the Western Main Line displays on
its website. But that’s only a fraction of what the maintenance,
repair and improvement services franchise can do for residential
and commercial customers throughout Chester County and the
northern townships of Delaware County.
“We were surprised by the number of times we’ve been asked
to hang wild animal trophies in people’s homes,” says Richard
Lee, who, with his wife Betsy, purchased the franchise in 2004
after a 30-plus-year career in the insurance industry.
While servicing local operations of national corporations,
corporate-park commercial clients, and many commercial and
retail businesses, the company primarily helps area families with
non-emergency maintenance, repairs, and small to mid-sized
renovations, often including carpentry, electrical, plumbing, tile
work and bathroom remodeling projects. The only tasks outside
the company’s capability are those requiring crews of workers
and weeks to complete. In those cases, customers are referred
to other quality contractors. “No job is too small but some are
longer than we can efficiently complete for our customers,”
explains Lee.
Even though Mr. Handyman of the Western Main Line is part
the largest and most trusted handyman service in the country, its
local reputation and the quality of its employees are crucial to its
success. That’s why company technicians are required to have
superior skills – at least a minimum of 12 years paid experience
in multiple trades – and exceptional “people skills.”

“Our technicians arrive on time, in uniform and wearing
photo ID,” Lee explains. “They are our employees – never
subcontractors – and are insured and bonded.” Additionally,
office staff are always available to handle customer queries
during regular 8 to 5 workday hours and a knowledgeable
service representative is reachable 24/7. Plus, all customers are
contacted the day after a job is completed to ensure that they’re
completely satisfied. “In the rare situation where something isn’t
right, we’ll do whatever it takes to correct it,” says Lee. Nearly
60 percent of current business comes from repeat customers.
In addition to handling customer requests, Mr. Handyman
of the Western Main Line makes an effort to extend its reach
through its website and monthly newsletter, providing frequently
updated information geared to its customers, as well as the
general public. “We strive to be a home repair resource both for
the DIYer and the customer who prefers to have work done by a
professional,” Lee notes.
The success of Mr. Handyman of the Western Main Line’s
efforts to establish and maintain an exceptional reputation is
evident from the numerous best service awards it’s received
from Philadelphia Magazine, the Main Line Times, and Angie’s
List. But Lee is most proud of the Rookie Franchise of the Year
award he earned from the national Mr. Handyman organization.
“From the start, we’ve been committed to excellence,” he says.
Mr. Handyman of the Western Main Line can be contacted
directly at 610-647-5820, via email at Info@MrHandymanWML.com, or at www.mrhandyman-wml.com. ■

DENTAL HEALTH

Choosing Dental Implants
If you had a choice between a set of removable dentures or
permanent replacement teeth that look and feel like your own, which
would you choose? What if the replacement teeth would also allow
you to speak and eat with comfort and confidence, offering you
freedom from the annoying clicks and wobbles of dentures, and allow
you to say goodbye to misplaced dentures, messy pastes and glues?
Dental implants aren’t just for denture wearers, they may also be an
option for people who have lost a tooth (or teeth) due to periodontal
disease, an injury, or other reason. Dental implants are growing in
popularity and advancing in technology. They can be a permanent and
effective solution.
A dental implant is an artificial tooth root placed into your jaw
to hold a replacement tooth or bridge. While high-tech in nature,
dental implants are actually more tooth saving than traditional
bridgework, since they do not rely on neighboring teeth for support.
The ideal candidate for a dental implant is in good general health
and has healthy gums, free of periodontal diseases. Adequate bone in
your jaw is needed to support the implant. If necessary, Dr. Havrilla
can surgically place additional bone in the area to enhance implant
support.
Once you decide to get a dental implant, there are some different
options. Implants can take two to six months for the bone and implant
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to bond together to form
anchors (osseointegration).
During this time you can
wear a removable temporary
tooth replacement over the
implant site(s). However,
in selected cases there is
the option of “immediate
loading.” Dr. Havrilla, a
specialist in periodontics and
dental implants, can place
the implant immediately
following tooth extraction,
then attach a temporary fixed
tooth replacement, all in one
visit.
Perhaps the most
important decision you
need to make regarding
your dental implants is who should perform the procedure. Since
periodontists, like Dr. Havrilla, are the dental experts who specialize
in precisely these areas, they are ideal members of your dental implant
team. Periodontists complete an additional three years of surgical
training after dental school and have experience working with other
dental professionals, combining collective knowledge to develop a
comprehensive multidisciplinary treatment plan. They also have indepth knowledge of gum disease and occlusion, which is the proper
relationship between upper and lower teeth to provide optimal
function.
Just like your own teeth, dental implants require the proper care. In
order to keep your implant clean and plaque-free, brushing and flossing
still apply! Periodic follow-up visits will be scheduled to monitor your
implant, teeth and gums.
Speak with Dr. Havrilla about dental implants today; he will work
with you and your general dentist to create a treatment plan tailored to
meet your needs.
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Not only did dental implant patients report little to no pain, they also
reported extreme satisfaction with the outcomes of the procedure.
However, for those patients with dental anxiety, Dr. Havrilla offers
conscious oral sedation. If you are a candidate for sedation, the
doctor will give two prescriptions: one for the night before your
procedure and one you bring with you to the appointment. Patients
are completely conscious throughout the procedure, but relaxed and
worry free. Please contact our office for more information.

INTHE KNOW

How Newtown Got its Name
Two counties, two towns, one name.
by Bob Byrne
Newtown is hardly a new town. In fact it dates back to nearly
a century before the American Revolution. It’s also not the only
Newtown in Southeastern Pennsylvania. It is often confused for the
“other” Newtown in Bucks County. Blame it on William Penn and
developers, sort of.
Newtown Square Historical Society historian Doug Humes offers
this account of the naming of Newtown:
“In 1681, Penn was granted a large wooded tract in the New World,
Penn’s Sylvania. He and his surveyor, Thomas Holme, worked out the
basics of the initial development. The capital city, Philadelphia, was
laid out in a grid of streets that still identifies Philadelphia’s center city
today.
“Penn and Holme then turned to the outlying areas. The results are
shown in that first subdivision plan, the ‘Mapp of Ye Improved Part of
Pennsylvania in America, Divided into Countyes, Townships and Lotts’
published in 1687.”
In Bucks County and in Chester County, Humes explains that Penn
and Holme planned two “new towns.” The 1687 map shows them
experimenting with different ideas for how a town would develop.
“The town in Chester County was placed in a township bisected
by a north-south ‘straight road,’ and an east-west road,” according to
Humes. “A ‘townstead’ was planned at their intersection. If you bought
a larger parcel outside of the townstead, you also were entitled to a

smaller lot in the town. Everyone would have a stake in the town, and it
would be easily accessible to the planned roads.”
Humes explains that, as modern developers might still do today,
“Penn and Holme assigned a placeholder to these new towns on the
map, simply ‘New Town.’ Presumably, once the marketing effort started
in earnest, they would be given snazzy new names with a little more
flare: Aronimink Mews or Newtown Woods!”
That never happened and, three centuries later, both Newtowns still
bear the words written on the 1687 map.
“Newtown in Chester County subsequently ended up in Delaware
County when the former was split in two in 1789, “ Humes explains.
“The town planned along the crossroads of Newtown Straight Road
and Goshen Road actually grew at that location, with an inn, the Square
Tavern, located at the crossroads. However, when the West Chester
Turnpike (now PA Route 3) was built to the new county seat of Chester
County, the center of Newtown moved up to that new road. Old
Newtown Square was bypassed.”
So the next time you, or perhaps a local visitor, wonders why there
are two towns with the curiously nondescript name “Newtown” in
suburban Philadelphia, Humes muses “you can tell them to blame the
developer, William Penn. He gets an A in planning, but someone from
marketing apparently never got the memo.” ■
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